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before undertaking them elsewhere unless
there is a genuine demand that those
abattoirs should be provided by us, and
under the supervision of the Department
of Agrienltare. As a matter of fact where
a municipality expresses n keen desirve
to provide for the erection of muni-
cipal abattoirs. we are willing that they
sliould be permitted te do so. so long as
the abattoirs comply with the require-
ments of the Abattoivs Aet, and are ap-
proved by the Department of Agriculture,
whieh administers that Aet.

Mr. Dooley: Ts it not a praeticable
scheme to take the two together, with the
ohject of establishing chilling works in
a small way?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No,
I cannot agree that there is any immedi-
ate need or justification in the present
state of the market for the erection of
chilling works at Geraldion; becaunse as
a matter of fact there are no insnperable
difticnlties in the way of bringing live
stock from the Geraldton distriet to where
the consumers are erving out at the pre-
sent time. As a matter of fact hon, mem-
bers wilt probably know that during the
past month or two the batehers have been
selling mutton in some instances at less
than it costs them, and then makinz up
their deficieney by the profits derived
irom other portions of their meat supply,
on beef, for instance. Owing to the very
high eost of mutton in the market but-
chers have had to pay as high as 30s. and
2, for fat stock for huteheving pur-
poses, and I believe that only to-day fat
stoek brought 23s. and 24s, 8o long as
those prices can be realised hy stoek
raisers in Western Anstralia they have
not very much need to worry ahout the
export trade. Tnder the circumstances
while I am willing to disenss with the
1neal autharities the question of the eree-
tion of abaftoirs. and willing to meet
them in order to determine whether they
are desirous of providing mnnicipal ahat-
toirs, or whether, as at Kalgonrlie, they
are anxious the depariment should do it;
.and while, of course. those abattoirs. if
erected. wonld he designed with a view
ultimately, when circumstanees warrant
1, of slanghterinz for export purposes,
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1 eannot at the present time agree with
the hon, member that the erection of chil-
ling works at the port of Geraldton is an
immediate necessily, and by so doing com-
mit the (fovernmeni to acquiesce in any
proposal to erect chilling works for ex-
port purposes at Geraldton at the present
time. Whilst we are prepared, and in-
tend to provide those works when the
local consumption has been provided for.
and when there is a marketable surplus
of sunitable types, I propose, at the pre-
sent juncture, to ask the Committee to
amend the motion. T move an amend-
ment—

That in lines 7 and 8 the words “an
immediate necessity” be struck out and
“desirable” ingerted in lieu.

On motion by Hon. J. Mitchell debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.58 p.m.
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QUESTION — WICKEPIXN - MERRE-
DIN RATLWAY SELECT COM-
MITTEE.

Cost of Country Trip.
Mr. GREEX asked the Chairman of
the Seleet Committee on the de intion f
the Wickepin to Merredin vailwav: 1,
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What was the total number of persous
who made the recent trip from Doodlakine
to Wickepin in connection with the select
committee on the Wickepin to Merredin
railway? 2, What was the number of
motor cars employed? 3, Cost of these
molor ears? 4, Time occapied on trip?
5, Total cost of travelling expenses of
party?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: On a point of
order, I should like to ask if our Stand-
ing Qrders provide that a& question may
be asked of a private member?

Mr. SPEAKER: According to Stand-
ing Order 107 the hon. member for Kal-
goorlie is in order in asking the guestion.

Mr, B. J. STUBBS replied: 1, Ten,
including two chauffeurs. 2, Two. 3, £60.
4, Five days. 5, An account from the
Railway Depariment is not yet to hand,
but -as nedr as ean be estimated the total
cost will not exceed £95. (Note—The
Committee examined over 100 witnesses,
as will be seen from the above answers,
at a cost of less than 20s. per witness;
whereas the irain fare alone to bring
even one of them to Perth to be examined
would have cost over £2.) '

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On molion by Mr. HEITMANN leave
of absence granted to Mr. Price on the
gronnd of urgent private business.

BIT.LLS (2} —THIRD READING.

1, Industrial Arbitration.

2, Peurling,

Transmitted to the Legislative Council.

DISRESPECT TO THE CHAIR.

Mr, SWAN: 1 desire to ask you, Mr.
Speaker, if it is necessary for me to give
notice when I intend leaving my seat.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the hon. member
Tising to a point of order?

My, SWAN: T rose becanse I con-
sider that your action in calling me to
account for walking down the gangway
a few moments ago was not justified.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: 1, too, would
like information on that point, When a
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member is walking down the gangway
and you rise to put the question what
seat is he lo take? Is he to walk back
to his own seat, or take the seat of some
other hon. member?

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not think there
is any dilliealty whatever about that
question, The Standing Orders provide
that when the Speaker rises to put a ques-
tion raembers shall be silent and re-
main in their places. Therefore if a
member is nel in his place he ean take
the nearest seat available to him and
there should be no difficulty about that
at all. Tf members are leaving an ordi-
nary meeling they ask the permission of
the Chairman before they leave, Thal is
not neeessary here and is not asked for,
but the only thing asked for is that the
Stunding Orders shall be obeyed and that
when the Speaker rises to put a question
members shall remain silent and keep
their places.

My, SWAN: It is my desire to obey
the Standing Orders as nearly as possible,
but considering I was in the act of walk-
ing down the passage before you got on
your feet to put the question and it is
quite possible all those seats would have
been full. T would like to know how I
could comply with what you say.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think there
is the slightest difficulty whatever. It is
not my province to wait until a member
moves from one portion of the House to
another, as T frequently do wait. I ask
only that when I rise to put a question
members, as has always been the
custom, shall remain silent and take their
seats. Surely that is the ordinary respect
which should be paid to the chairman of
any meeting,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I am sitill in a
quandary and it does not seem to me
that my question has been answered. If
a member is away from his sea, how can
he keep his place, and if be is not in his
place, how can he get back and remain
silent and not move? I do not see how
be can get to his place; that is the diffi-
culty. .

Mr. SPEAKER: I have told the hon.
member he may take the nearest seat
available,
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Mr. Underwood: What 1f there is none
available?

Mr. BPEAKER: There are always
plenty of seats available. Anyhow, I
bave given my decision. The Standing
Orders provide for a certain course of
condnet, and 1 ask that the Standing
Orders shall be obeyed.

BILL—UNCLAIMED MONEYS.
Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan) in
moving the second reading said: The
Bill that I have the pleasure of sub-
mitting for the consideration of this
House has been distributed now for
some days, and I hope members have
taken the opportunity of reading it,
becanse, if they have done so, it is self
explanatory.

Houn. Frank Wilson: All Bills are sup-
posed to be that if you ean only grasp
them.

The PREMIER: No, they are not
always so, but in this ease there is little
or nothing left that requires explanation
beeause the Bill provides all that is
necessary. The hon. member will know
that most Bills provide for regulations,
and it is necessary to explain how these
regulations are likely to apply; but in
this Bill there is no provision for regu-
lations, because the Bill embraces the
whole law in itself. The question of
enacting a measure of this kind has
been under consideration for some time
by previous Hovernments, and I am pre-
pared to say that previons Governments

- have admitted the desirability of pass-
ing such a Bill. It is already enacted in
Sonth Australia, Vietoria, and New
Zealand, although in those places there
is some little difference in the manner
in which the money is nsed when once
paid to the Colonial Treasurer. For
instance, in Vietoria, it is provided that
the money should be paid into an un-
flaimed meoneys fund and it is utilised
by the Treasurer for investment, and the
only amount paid to the eredit of Con-
solidated Revenune is the interest earned.
In the event of the lawful owner even-
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tually clatming the money, it is paid
to him without the amount of interest
earned, so that it is always there for
the rightful owner to claim at any time.
In Bouth Australin a different system
prevails. There it is paid into the Con-
solidated Revenne Fund, and while the
Treasurer is liable, if the yghtful owner
should elaim it it has to be drawn from
Consolidated Revenue. Under this Bill
we provide that the money so paid in by
banks, companies, and other firms shall
be paid into an unclaimed woneys fund
held by the Treasurer and invested by
him as thought desirable, and the money
earned by way of interest is to be paid
to the credit of the Consolidated Rev-
enue Fund. The amount, however, is
really held in trust for the rightful
owner for all time, and should he
come and prove that he is the rightful
owner, the money must be paid to him,
although no interest will be allowed.
The Bill applies to every company which,
having for its object the aequisition of
gain, is registered or incorporated in
Western Australia under any Aet re-
lating to eompanies and to every com-
pany registered elsewhere than in West-
ern Australia and carrying on business
in this State. 1t also applies o every
banking or life assarance company or
association, howsoever or wheresoever
registered or incorporated, to every per-
son or firm carrying on business as
traders and acting as agents or private
bankers for individuals or c¢ompanies,
to the liquidator or any company, and
to the Government Savings Bank. Tt
is not- neeessary for any company or
firm to pay such money over to the
Colonial Treasurer until it has been in
their hands for six vears without having
been operated on, and until it has been
entered in their register and advertised
in the Government Garette for a period
of 12 months. Thus it will be seen
that after that period it is pretty cer-
tain the owner is not to be found. If
any opetation is made by the owner dur-
ing the six years, the law does not take
effect until a further six years from the
date of the last operation, and then the
money is held by the Treasurer in trust
for the rightful owner if he pnts in
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an appearance. There is one thing
which appears to me to be unfair to the
owner. He may have an account in the
bank and for some reason bas unot oper-
‘ated upon it for six years, perhaps on
aceount of having left the State; yet,
in the meantime the bank is dedueting
" from his account 10s. 6d. a half-year for
keeping bis account. As a matter of
faet they ave utilising his money, and,
as they are making no entries in the
ledger, it costs them nothing; but stiil
they are deducting 10s. Gd. a half-year
or a gninea a year for keeping the ac-
eount until eventually the whole of his
money is merged into the profit and loss
account of the bank. In South Australia
they had an enactment of this kind as
far back as 1891, and at the beginning
of 1910—the latest figures I have been
able to obtain—they had £14,270 to the
credit of the unclaimed moneys fund
whieh has been invested as I explained
previously, In Victoria the law has
not been in operation very long, but on
. the 31st January, 1910, they had £2,672
in the fund, and the amount has ¢on-
siderably increased since. New Zealand
has £16,107 to the eredit of the fund,
whieh is paid-to Consolidated Revenus
and otilised the same as any other pay-
ments into that fund. It will be noticed
that “uneclaimed moneys” is interpreted
to mean all prineipal and interest money
and all dividends, bonuses, profits and
sums of money whatsoever owing to any
person, notwithstanding that the recov-
ery thereof may be barred by lapse of
time, By the Statute of Limitations Aet,
after six years a bank may under exist-
ing conditions take that money, beecause
it has lapsed without being claimed by the
rightful owner, but I believe the
banks have never put such a prac-
tice into operation. They have allowed
lhe charge of 10s. 6d. a half year to go
on until such time as the money became
part of their profit and loss accounts.
We hold that the money should be held
by the State in trust for the rightful
owner or for those to whom the money
would go in the event of his death, and
that in the meantime the money should be
used as an investmenl on behalf of the
State. The definition of “unclaimed
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moneys” goes on to state—
which, on the commencement of this
Act or at any lime thereafter, have
been in the possession of the company
for a period of six years or upwards
after the time when the same became
payable, or when payment thereof
might have heen demanded or enforced,
and in respect whereof no ¢laim has for
a period of six years, been made by
the owner ar any person lawfully claim-
ing under him against the company.
Then we provide that they shall keep a
regisler of unclaimed moneys and enter
the amounts that have been in their hands
six yenrs without being operated on, and
which are liable to be paid into this fund.
They have to make a declaration that the
entries in that register avre correct and
copies of the register must be published
in the Government Gaszette in January
of each year. BSuch publication will give
the rightful owner an opportunity to de-
mand his money. but still, the money will
be held by the bank for another twelve
monlths and may be paid to the rightful
owner should bhe demand if, so that it
is something like seven years before the
money goes into the hands of the Colonial
Treasurer. That gives the rightful own-
er a fair opportunity to claim the money.
Under the Savings Bank Aet—that insti-
tution is also included—uccounts not oper-
ated nupon for seven years must be entered
in a register and advertised, and if neo
claim is made upon it for ten vears there-
after, it is then paid into the Consolidated
Revenue Fund. As a matter of faet, a
fair amount of money will be falling due
in 2 very short period under that provi-
sion in the Savings Bank Aet, but this
Bill will repeal that provision and, in- ~
stead of the money going into Consoli-
dated Revenue and being absorbed, it will
be paid into this fund and will be siil}
available if the rightful owner puis in
an appearance. [Under the Savings Bank
Aet e would lose his money eveniually,
which is not right, but of course uader
this Bill any interest earned by the money
wonld not be payable to the owner. The
penalty for failing to keep a register or
for making a false entry is £2 for every
day during which the default continues.
The Bill also provides for penallies which
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are necessary for the purpose of making
certain that the measure has heen com-
plied with. It is true that the penalties
are not heavy, but T think they are suffi-
cient for the purpose of making the faw
effeetive. I hold that a law is not a law
unless it has a penalty, but at the same
time a light penalty in a case of this kind
will be all that is necessary, beecause the
banks and other companies affected by this
Bill are rvesponsible bodies carrying on
such s business, that it would be nndesir-
able for them not to comply with the law,
becaunse if they did it would doubtless be
to their disadvantage as thev wounld lose
public support. The money may be in-
vested by the Treasurer in the purchase
of Government debentures or stock, and
the interest derived is paid into the Con-
solidated Reverne Fund. If a company
fails to pay the money to the Treasurer
it shall be deemed a debt due to the
Crown, and may be recovered in the nsnal
fashion as any debt may be recovered.
There is also provision that the T'rea-
surer, should he pay a wrong person, is
not liable for having done so, so long as
bhe has taken reasonable preeautions to
satisfy himself that the person to whom
he has paid the money is the rightful
owner, but the rightful owner is given
the right to make a claim in the ovdinary
way forv the recovery of the sum from the
person to whom the money is paid. The
Bill does not apply to certain uncldimed
moneys. Clause 10 provides that the Aet
shall not apply to the aecounts of minors
in the Government Savings Bank, not te
any unclaimed moneys which any trustee
company is required by law to pay to
the Treasurer, nor to any unclaimed
moneys which any eompany or the liguid-
ator of any company or any truslee of
any bankrupt estate is vequired hy law
to pay into the Treasury. We do not
propose to allow this Bill to confliet with
any existing law. There are not many
rases where it will do 0. but this exemp-
fion elause will provide against any such
thing oecurring. Sections 32 and 33 of
the Government Savings Bank Aet arve
repealed by Clause 12, These seclions
provide that depositors’ accounts which
have not heen oyerated upon for a period
of seven years may, with the intevest
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which may have been placed to the eredit
of such accounts, be balanced and closed
and paid to the depositors’ unclaimed
fund and be made payable on demand
without interest, but that after an account
has appeared in the depositors’ unelaimed
fund, as advertized in the Government
Ga:rtte, for 10 yvears the balance shall be
forfeited to the Crown. Much the same
applies in this Bill as applies under the
Government Savings Bank Aet, with the
exeeption that in the latter case. after
being advertised for the period provided,
the unclaimed amount becomes forfeit-
able to the Crown and the owner cannot
recover it, whereas under this Bill the
rightful owner can at any time put in |
an appearance and, if he can prove he
is the owner, have the money paid to him.
There are only two schedules to the Bill,
one providing the form of register, and
the other the form of declaration. The
Bill explains itself. It is only calling
upon eompanies that have in their hands
moneys that are not operated on and the
rightful owners of which cannot be found,
to pay these moneys into the Treasury,
and the Treasurer will act as trustee for
the owners, and may pay them over to
the owners if they put in an appearance
at any jperiod. The Bill protecis the
banks, the public. and the Government
by providing that the list of unclaimed
moneys shall be adverlised for twelve
months before being paid into the fund,
and when the unclaimed monevs are in
that fund they will be available to the own-
ers al any time. T do not anticipate that
there will be a large amount paid inte
the fund for some time, except a little
from the Government Savines Bank. Pecr-
haps after two years time ihe fund will
amount to nothing more than £8.000 or
£10.000,

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex): I
have not had a chance of reading very
carefully through this measore, but the
principle of the Bill T am in aecord with.
We had a similar mepsure on the stocks
a vear or fwo ago.

The Premiier: This is your Bill we have
taken up.

Hon. FRAXK WILSON: T é&id not
recognise it. but T am quile prepared lo
aecept the Premicr’s word thet it is.
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The Premier: There is a slight altera-
tion or lwo, only so far as the Savings
Rank, 1 think.

Hon. FRANK WILSOX: It is a pro-
per thing that these unelaimed policies
should be deposited with the Governmeni.
I am only doubtful whether the Premier
is pof going too far in bringing all pri-
vate individuals under the Bill,

The Premier: Only when they are acl-
ing as agents or bankers.

Hon. FRANK WILSON:; That relieves
the public of a eonsiderable amount of
disability. T thought at the first glance
that every individual would be brought
under ihe measure, and (hat if a man
happened to have £5 belonging to some-
one else who had not claimed it for six
years, he would have to keep a register
and pay it into the Treasury. As a rule,
when you hold ofher people’s money they
ave there to claim it very soon after if
comes into your possession, I do not
think the Bill needs mueh discussion. I
agree with the Premier that it is hardly
well, espeeially in a young couniry like
this where the balances are small, to per-
mit them to lie to the eredit of the differ-
ent individuals in the different banking
institutions until the charge for keeping
the aeconnts has swallowed them np. [
believe Western Australia is being trealed
very hadly with regard to this charge for
keeping accounts. T never counld under-
staud why we should be mulet in a guinea
a year when the banks in the Eastern
States charge only half a guinea.

Mr. George: Why charge at all?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: T do net
know that a small charge is not perhaps
justiiable for keeping an account, but T
do not sce why Western Anstralia shoutd
have a double charge placed vpon de-
positors, Of course it goes without saying
that if it is justifiahle to make the charge
on & live aceount, it certainly is unjustifi-
able to charge on a dormant account vear
hy wear until it is wiped out. However,
the Bill will remedy that defect after six
vears. By having the money deposited
with the Government we will do away with
that charge which is certainly unjust in
the ecircumstances. I am sarprised to
notice the very small amount that has
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been placed in the hands of the Goveru-
ments in the Eastern States under similar
legislation. [ thought when I was Trea-
surer that I would be able to lay my
hands on a considerably larger sum of
money than the amount mentioned by the
Premier as having been paid in under
similar legislation in the Kastern States.
Ahont £14,000 in South Australia aml
£16,000 in New Zealand, though T do not
know how long the legzislation hLas been
in vogue, scems a very small sum to have
aceumulated by way of unelaimed bal-
ances; and if that s all we are going to
get in Western Australia I do noi see
where it is weorth while legislating for,
but I suppose we may look forward to
the time when it will be s muech larger
som. :

The Premier: They have materially
increased sinece. In the first few years
it does not operate to any extent, Under
this Bill we could not get anything until
January, 1914,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Of coorse
the list will have to be gazetted for twelve
wonths, but there is the past six years.
Anything unclaimed for the past six years
will come into the Treasurer’s hands in
{welve months, and every year there will
be svmethiuy due to be paid to the Trea-
surer under the Bill. When we were
drafting this measure I unnderstood there
was strenuons opposition by the fnancial
houses, but one ean hardly see what their
object would be in opposing a measure of
this sort if the amount was so small. [E
it amonnts to only o few thonsand poynds
each year, it cannot be of much moment
to financial institutions, at any rate,
whether they like it or not. It seems a
proper principle to adopt that the money
belonging to people who have nol laid
claim {o it should be in the hands and
custody of the Government. T am glad
that the Premier bas provided in the Bill
that this money sball be invested. I do
not believe in the prineiple of utilising it
except in the manner indicated. Of cotnse
the provision is that it may be borrowed
by the Government, inasmuch as it may
be invested in the debentures or inseribed
stoek -of the State. That iz the right way
to earry out this business. I do nof think



[5- SEpTEMBER, 1912.]

T have anything further to say in regard
to the measuvre. It is a simple measare,
as the Premier points out, and I thiok

_we may safely pass it into law.

Question put and passed,
Bill read a second time,

In Committee.

Mr. Holman in the Chair; the Premier
in charge of the Bill,

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Interpretation:

Mr. GEORGE: Paragraph (e) dealt
with the liquidator of any company.
Would the Prewier inform the Committee
whether that paragraph would also deal
with whatever may be in the hands of the
Official Receiver? In the old couniry some
Years ago the Right Hon. Joseph Cham-
berlain  introduced a Bill to deal with
several millions of money which repre-
sented balances from estates in liquida-
tion. Presumably the paragraph also
meant the liquidator of a bankrupt estate.
Whether the liguidator be associated with
a company or an individual, whatever
money there was in the estate which re-
mained unclaimed should certainly be in
the hands of the Government.

The PREMIER: The paragraph, he
Abought, did not apply to the Official Re-
ceiver in Bankruptey because he could not
he hield to be the lignidator of a company.
There existed another law which provided
that the money should be held by the Gov-
ernment in trust, although he was not
certain whether it provided that thol
money should be invested. The Official
Receiver was ooly the name of the officer
and he did not hold the money. What the
hon. member suggested might be brought
under the provisions of the Bill but it
would not change the procedure adopied
by the Official Receiver.

Mr. GEORGE: It might be advisable
in the paragraph to add after “lhe
liquidator of any company™ the words “or
business or individual,” and that would
establish the point he was making, even
apart from the Official Receiver. Although
we did not have an Aet similar to the ane
introduced by Mr. Chamberlain there were
dispositions of estates here as a sort of
friendly arrangement between a debtor
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and his creditors, aud the estate was put

“in the bands of some responsible person.

Even in eases such as these the State

" should seeure whatever balance might be

left, and the Bill ought to provide for it.

The Attorney General: That is provided
for in the Bankruptey Act,

Mr, GEQORGE: The one which was on
the stocks?

The Attorney General: No, the existing
faw.

Mr. GEORGE: If it was provided for
it would be all right.

Mr. HUDSON: The Bill might well be
amended in the direction suggested by the
member for Murray-Wellington, so as to
include trustees under a private assigo-
ment. It was snggested that they might
be holding money dishonestly; that might
be so. The trustee of a debtor, holding
money for the creditors, might receive, say
£1,000, and he wounld distribute that ae-
cording to the number of creditors of
whom he had notice. He might allot, say,
£10 of that money to one of the creditors
who might not ¢laim it. The money would
be beld by the trustee and if he held it
for six years it should then pass to the
State.

The PREMIER : The point raised
wonld be taken into consideration and, if
necessary, an amendment would be masle
in another place.

Mr, HUDSON: This was done in Vie-
loria some 10 or 12 years ago and it was
bound to have a beneficial effect. We
might go beyond that and appoint a pub-
lie trustee.

Mr. GEORGE: The Premier might talke
into consideration the advisableness of
adding the words which he had already
suggested.

The PREMIER: If the hon. member
looked at the interpretation of “com-
pany” he would find it was very wide.
It meant “Every company which, hav-
ing for its object the acquisition of
gain, is registered or inecorporated in
Western Australia under any Act re-
lating to companies.” Tt might be
pointed out that there was no precedent
for what the hon. member desired to
provide. The Acts of New Zealand,
South Australia, and Victoria had no
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such provision so far as he was aware,

“and it might be unwise to insert it in
the Bill until the matter had been in-
vestigated more closely.

Clavnse put and passed.

Clause 3—agreed to.

Clause 4—Register to be published
and declaration filed:

Mr. 8. STUBBS: Paragraph (a} pro-
vided for the publication of a copy cf
the register in the Government Guazette.
It might be advisable to publish it in
a newspaper as well as the Gazetie
which, from bis experience, was not read
by more than one in every 10,000 people.

Mr. George: One in every 100,000.

The PREMIER: A good deal of mis-
conception existed in connection with
the publication of the Gowvernment Gaz-
ette. It was essential that there should
be some official journal for tbe publica-
tion of such . information and then, if
o mistake happened to be made, the
publication in the Gazette was always
sccepted as official and it amounted,
practically, to a decision given by a
court. A person who might be directly
interested immediately turned up the
Government Gazette and satisfied him-
self by referring to the particular item
he wished to see. The member for
Wagin might know that a number of
matters, which were of public interest,
were invariably copied from the Gazette
by the newspapers, and, in fact, a great
deal of news which appeared in the
Press was taken from the Gazelte with-
out acknowledgment. It would be seen,
therefore, that these wmatters reached
the people. If they were published in
a newspaper they could not be accepted
in the same way as if they had appeared
in the official organ, the Gazetle.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: It was the individual
that he was concerned about. Suppose
a relative of the Premier, or any hon.
member, died, and the fact was not
known, and suppose the fact of money
remaining in a publie institution which
had to be divided among the deceased’s
relatives were published in the Guzette,
it might escape notice, whereas if it
were published in a newspaper the
_ chances were that the relatives wonld
get that money. -
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The PREMIER: If we were to fol-
low the hon. member’s argument to its
logical coneclusion we would make pro-
vision that the register should be pub-
lished in every newspaper on earth;
because, to take the hon. member’s own
illustration, his (the Premier’s) relatives
were all in America. The hon. member
was losing sight of the fact that it
did not matter at all if the owner of
the money missed the publication of the
register; because the amount would be
paid in to his credit in the unclaimed
moneys fund lying with the Treasurer,
whereas under existing conditions the
unclaimed money would be eventually
absorbed in the profit and loss aecount
of the bank by the periodical deduction
of keeping fees.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The pubhlica-
tion of the register in the Government
Gazetie would be all that was necessary.
Ii represented only an official act fo
1ecord the soms Jying unclaimed. Under
existing econditions we never heard any-
thing at all about sach moneys. Indeed,
several generations might pass away with-
out becoming aware that the money was
lying to their credit.

Mr, HUDSOX: There did not appear
to bave been any provision made for
the payment out of the unclaimed
moneys for the publication of the regis-
ter.

The Premier: Yes, it is provided for.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 5—agreed to.

Clause 6—Unclaimed moneys to be
paid to the Treasurer.

The PREMIER: In Subelause 3 of
this clause would be found provision for
the deduction out of unclaimed moneys
payable by the company the expenses
paid by the company in the puoblication
of the register.

Mr. GEORGE: This clause was re-
ferred to in Clause 11 in the following
terms :—

And such moneys may be recovered
by such owner at any time before the
same shall be paid to the Treasurer
under Section 6, but not afterwards.

Were these words to be taken literally?
Did it mean -that once the money had
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been paid to the Treasnrer it could not
be claimed?

The PREMIER: Clause 11 permiited
the owner, when he was made acquainted
that the money was to be paid over to
the Treasurer, 10 claim his money from
the bank or company at any time before
it was actually paid over to the Treas-
urer.  Without that clause the bank or
company would have to pay the money
to the Treasurer, from whom the owper
could then claim. TUnder the clanse the
owner could claim the money so soon
as he found it was lying to his credit
at the bank, but he eould not go to the
company and claim his money after that
money had been paid over to the Treas-
urer. It was merely a saving ¢lase in-
serted for the protection of the com-
pany.

Clause puf and passed.

Clauses 7 to 1l0—agreed to.

Clause 11—Effect of entry in register
and its publieation:

Mr. GEORGE moved an ameudment—

That after “recovered” in line 4 the
words “from the company” be inserted.
The insertion of these words would clear
up zll doubt as o the meaning of the
elause. ’

The PREMIER : There was no serious
objection to the amendment, if the hon,
member thought it would serve to make
ihe clause clearer. The objeet of the
clause was to enable the owner to claim
his money from the bank ot eompany as
soon as he learnt that it was there. The
clause gave the company authority to pay
the money to its owner instead of fo the
Treasurer.

Mr. Hudson: The owner could not
claim the money from anyone but the
company prier to its being handed over
to the Treasurer.

The PREMIER: That was true. As
a matter of fact the amendment was un-
necessary, for the meaning of the clause
was perfectly clear without the proposed
additional waords,

Mr. GEORGE: To his thinking, the
meaning of the c¢lause was anything bat
clear. Seeing that the amendment would
serve to make clear the meaning of the
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clause, what objection could there be to
its insertion?

The PREMIER: The hon. member
cught not to press the amendment. Any-
one would see at once that the meaning of
the clause could omly apply to the com-
pany, and that the concluding words of
the elause were merely to proteet the
company. Once the company had paid over
to the Treasurer, the owner had no rights
against the company. Surely there was
no occasion for the amendrment.

Mr. HUDSON: The elanse related
solely to unclaimed moneys in the hands
of a bank or ecompany. There was no
necessity for the amendment.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Nobody was
argning that the clause was unnecessary.
The mover of the amendment thought it
was ambiguous, and that the concluding
words of the clanse might be construed as
meaning that the owner could not claim
from the Treasurer. In the present form
of the clanse the words “but pot after-
wards” really did give one pause. The
doubt would be removed by the insertion
of the words in the amendment.

Mr. GEORGE: The persons who left
unclaimed moneys in the bank were gen-
erally unirained men who did not under-
stand the niceties of lanpuage, and on
seeing the wording of this clanse they
would at once conclude they could not
claim their money.

The ATTOCRNEY GENERAL: To -
sert the amendment would show that the
Committee were lacking in faith in the
understanding of their fellow men., The
clanse dealt with those moneys which were
kept by those who had made an entry
in the register, and it said that those
moneys shounld net be prejudiced or af-
fected by such register or publication, and
that such moneys as those included in
the register published by the company
might be reeovered by such owner at any
time before the same had been paid to
the Treasurer under Clause 6. 1t was
¢lear that up to the moment of the com-
pany paving the amount over the right-
ful owner could recover his money from
the company, but after it had gone into
the possession of the Treasurer there was
ne claim as against the company.



1504

Mr, Qeorge: Why not say it?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1t was
suid as clearly as it could be without sup-
posing all readers of Acts of Parliaments
to be idiots whe required the reiteration
and elaboration of cvery phrase.

Mr., George: It is just about as clear
as mud,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
way not the fault of the elause but of the
inherent defect of the hon. member's un-
derstanding.

Mr. GEORGLE: The Attorney Gen-
eral’s remarks were not only discourteous,
but they were also insulting. These mat-
ters were discussed about the eamp fire
more than the Attorney General had any
conception of, and on the wording of the
clause untrainrd men would be of opinion
that they could not elaim this money after
it had been paid to the Treasurer. Did
the Premier ohject to the insertion of the
words or not?

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter): We are not going to be bombasted
into it by wou.

Mr. GEORGE: If the Premier had no
objection to (he words, why not put them
in? If ke had an objection, it was useless
to say any more becavse the Government
had their majority behind them.

The PREMIER: The Bill applied
only tn three persons, viz., the owner of
the money, the company, and the Col-
onial T'reasurer, and the clause provided
that until the money came into the hands
of the Colonial Treasurer the claim of
the owner was ngainst the company, but
not afterwards. After that date the com-
pany was not responsible. That was
staled as clearly as it possibly could be.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clavse put and passed.

Clanse 12—agreed to.

Sehedules, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL—STATE HOTELS.
Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Ilon. J. Scaddan) in
_ moving . the second reading, -said:» This
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is a short Bill, but a very important one.
It is in keeping with the policy of the
party sitting on this side of the House,
and I believe that policy has been en-
dorsed by the great majority of people
throughout the Siate. In the present
Licensing Act there is a provision, which
was inserted by a previous Parliament
with the concurrence of the then Govern-
ment, that at a loeal option poll the peo-
ple shall express an opinion as to whether
they are in favour of new lieenses in their
district being held by the Siate, and
also as to whether all general licenses

in the distriet should be held by
the Btate. At the local option poll
held vrecently, the first one in this

State, the great majority of the people
in almost every licensing district voted in
favour of new licenses being beld by the
State, and also State control of the licen-
ses generally in their distriets. That be-
ing the case, and it being part of the
poliecy of this party that hotel licenses
should be held by the State, I have
brought forwavd this Bill in the hope that
Parlianment will view its provisions fav-
ourably. It will be noticed that on pre-
vious oceasions, we bave endeavoured to
get an expression of opinion on, and an
opportunity of puntting inio operation,
what I consider a very desirable reform.
I admit at once that there are a number
of people in the State who object to the
State controlling the liquor traflic by
owning and condncting hotels, but practi-
eally the onlty objeelion they lhave is that
they are being made a party to a traffic
with which they entirely disagree. It is
merely the prohibitionist who objecis to
the State eontrolling the liguor traffic in
this fashion, and the remarkable thing is
that most of these people who object do
not at the same time object to the fact that
the State is respousible by their laws for
granting licenses held by private indi-
viduals, so that if there is anything in
thetr objection and if Parliament is pre-
pared to aet in the direction they desire
we should abolish all licenses. Qtherwise
they must as units of the community take
the responsibility for permitting this
traffic to eontinue. I have previously ex-
pressed the opinion that prohibition under
-existing--condifions is not praciicable.
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The day may arrive when it will be pos-
sible to have prohibition, but I believe
that it will only arrive after we have com-
plete State control of the traffie, and so
by State control we may bring about
prohibition. In the meantime, as a tem-
perance reform, and I wish to say I am
not attached to any temperance society
known as such, the Ailiance or any other,
I am desirous of removing the evil of the
drink traffic, and the next Bill to be
moved in the House is one by the Atterney
General providing for the maintenance
and care of inebriates. We are endeavour-
ing to do our best Lo remove the evils which
exist to-day, but in my opinion they can-
not be removed, no matter how stringent
the laws, so long as thousands of hotels
remain in the hands of private individuals.
The desive for gain is of sueh a nature
that laws are frequently and always will
bhe set aside in the interests of profit
making. To-day there are undoubtedly
vested interests existing in the liquor
traffic perhaps seeond to none in any
industry or ealling, and the further we
proceed the more difficult it is to break
down that private investment and so long
as it exists the evils will eontinne. Every-
one knows that there are people in this
State who ave tcelotallers and who dis-
agree with the use of intoxicating liquors,
and yet at the same time, are consider-
ably interested in some of the breweries
and hotels. While that is the case their
persenal interests are so strong that it
becomes more difficult the further we pro-
ceed. State control, if administered sym-
pathetically is not wholly in the direction
of gain, but we wounld not be justified in
running an botel in the interests of the
State and refusing to make profit. If
we refuse to do that, we would have to
sell liquor at such a low figure te ensure
making no profit that we would be en-
couraging drinking.

Mr. Monger: Why do not you keep
decent brands at your State hotels?

The PREMIER: I know nothing about
brands of liquor and 1 hope the hon. mem-
ber will not hold me responsible if poor
brands are kept. I bave to trust to my
responsible officers. I do not know good
ligaor from bad from the taste. At the
present time our State hotels are making
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a profit, but I venture to say, notwith-
standing criticism to the contrary, that
there are ne hotels in this State whieh
are better conducted than the three hotels
at present controlled by the State, at
Gwalia, Dwellingup, and at the Caves.
I claim that these hotels are earried on in
conformity with the letter of the Licen-
sing Act, and that being the case no hotel
can do better. There is something more
which is done at the State hotels, which
is not done in private hotels so far as
I am uware, and that is when it is made
known that at the request of a wife or
some other member of the family a man
should not be supplied with liguor, he
is placed on the prohibited list without
having to go before a magistrate and the
State hotel refuses to supply him with
liquor. That is done te protect his wife
and family. Where is the private hotel
which will do that?

Mr. Layman: He gets his friends to
provide it for him.

The PREMIER : We have had evidence
on several occasions that we have made
different men of those who are placed on
the prohibited list.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Who has given
vou the power to do that?

The PREMIER: The manager acts
without any power. There is no Act to
compel him to supply ligquor if he does
not desire te do so, and it is merely a
matter of not putting into operation a
power which he is not compelled to put
into operation, and that is done out of
consideration for the wife and family of
the individual concerned. If he is placed
on the prohibited list by a magistrate,
he ean still obtain liquor through his
friends, so that the argument of the mein-
ber for Nelson applies in both instances.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Under what an-
thority do you refuse to supply drink?

The PREMIER: The manager of the
hotel refuses as manager, in the interests
of his business and in the interests of
humanity.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
you the power?

The PREMIER: Whatever the autho-
rity or lack of authority, so long as I am
Colonial Treasurer, I will. encourage the
managers to do that.

Who has given
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Hon. Frank Wilson: To refuse to sup-
ply any customer?

The PREMIER: Yes.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What right has
he to say 1 must not have a drink.

The PREMIER: The hon. member is
trying to sidetrack.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What authority
has he got?

The PREMIER: He has the authority
as manager of a business responsible for
the protection and proper conduct of his
business, and in the interests of the wife
and family of the man concerned he re-
fuses fo supply liquor to any known
drunkard or inebriate.  Does the hon.
member desire that we should issue an
order to State managers that they are not
to do this, but are to supply men, although
they know they are taking the money in
the hotei which should rightly go to the
grocer?

Hon. Frank Wilson: That is not the
point; you have not the right to make
him judge.

The PREMIER: The Licensing Act
provides punishment for him if he sup-
plies a koown drunkard. Whether he
does or not——

Hon. Frank Wilson: I want to know
what aulhority he has?

The Minister for Lands: The Licensing
Act stipulates a punishment for supply-
ing an habitual drunkard.

Hon. Frank Wilson: He might refuse
to supply a man who is sober.

The PREMIER: A man who is put
on the prohibited list is not often sober
until lte has been on the list for a while.
Who could be a better judge at Gwalia
or Dwellingup than the manag:> of the
holel? Only one hotel exists at each of
those places. Could a magistrate who
comes from perhaps Bunbury or Pin-
jarrn judge better? 1 will uphold our
State managers so long as they adopt
such an attitude. It is absolntely in con-
formity with the policy of the Govern-
ment,

Mr. Dooley: I bave known private
hotelkeepers to do the same thing.

The PREMIER: I think it is in the
interests of our State hotels to do. so
Eventnally, when State botels are disiri-
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buted in different paris of the State, it
will not be said that we were making the
huge profit out of the drink that some
people assert is made at present. At
Gwalia hotel we are making provision out
of Lhe profits to provide better accommo-
dation in the shape of a free reading roomn
and a fairly up-to-date library, and we
are thus putting into the distriet from
the profils something which is to the in-
terests of the people in that distriet. We
are providing that the reading room and
library shall be so far apart from the
Jicensed portion of the premises as it were
that even the individual who has strong
objeclions against heing seen entering a
hotel may go inte the library and reading
roomn and know nothing of the conduct of
the rest of the hotel. Under the licensing
law, wherever an hotel is established, we
have {0 be continually supplying addi-
tional policemen to keep order and see
that the law is obeyed. I am not referring
to the question in the light of possible
disturbances or whether men get drunk
and cause a lot of discontent in the dis-
triet, but these appointments are necessary
to see that the hotelkeeper complies with
the Act. We also bhave to send out in-
spectors fo see that he sells liguor in
aecordance wilh fhe law, but in Stale
hotels this will be unnecessary,

Mr. Monger: This is the point I take
exception to; the quality of the liquor
supplied by your State hotels is not up
to more than ordinary standard.

The PREMIER : T absolutely deny that
staternent. It is absolutely incorrect.
When State hotels are established, therve
will be no need to employ inspectors io
see that proper liguor is dispensed becaunse
it is not in the interests of the manager
to do other than dispense proper liguor.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Why?

The PREMIER: Beecause no Govern-
ment will permit the manager of an hotel
controlled by them to dispense liquor
which is inferior or below the require-
menis of the law, .

Hon. Frank Wilson: How will yon
know if you do not have an inspecior?

The PREMIER: At present we have a
department known as the State Hotels
Liguor Department and under the existing
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<onditions, the sub-head of that depart-
ment is held responsible, together with the
manager, for the proper conduei of those
holels, and he makes periodical inspec-
tions and satisfies himself that the man-
ager is complying with all the laws.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Then you have an
inspector,

The PREMIER : No, he is the manager.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You said he in-
spects.

The PREMIER: Let me point cut the
difference. In the case of a private hotel,
the irispeclor goes round in order to see
that the requirements of the law are ear-
ried out and that the quality of the lignoc
is up fo the standard.

Hon, Frank Wilson: And see that he
does not put profit into his poeket too.

The PREMIER : That is not necessary
under State control. I am attempting Lo
juslify the poliey ot the present party in
power for the establishment of State
hotels where required by the people, and
also to answer some of the objections
raised by certain sections of the eommu-
nitv, When the day arrives, that our
Btate hotels begin to get out of hand, the
people under the law we propose to intro-
duce will, by virtue of a local option poll,
declare that a certain hotel shall close, and
¢lose it must. Our difficulty under exist-
iny conditions is that so many vested in-
tevests are growing up. A number of
penple who are earrying on divers busi-
nesses arce shareholders in the Swan brew-
ery and members will see how diffienlt it
is to prevent the liquor traffic from prey-
ing on people at present. The proper way
to remove the evils of the traffie, and
<eventnally, perhaps, to educate the people
to the necessity for abolishing the fraffie
altogether, is through the medium of
State contrel. If I did not honestly be-
lieve that to be the position, I would not
be moving the second reading of this Bill.
There is no desire on the part of the Gov-
ernment to introduce State hotels just for
the purpose of ladling out liquor to the
people. We have established a State liotel
at Dwellingnp and the only objeet of
doing so was to hold the license against a
private person., Had not we taken thal
licensd, some person would bave obtained
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it and the hotel would have been there
Just the same, and it would not have been
confrolled as it is at present. Notwith-
standing that we are dispensing liguor
there, we have done a geod turn to the
people of that distriet swho do take liquor
becanse a number of them were dispensing
“pinky” and other brutal liquors, the con-
snmption of which was making a number
of the residents almost mad. The Stale
hotel has dene good and T doubt whether
meambers will find anyone to complain
abont it except one individual who wished
to tell the manager how to ran the busi-
ness. The individuals I have referred to
were carrying on their nefarious trade,
but sinee the establishment of the hotel
the people do not require them, and therc
is a more sober populaece there now than
in any other part of the State.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The PREMIER: I have endeavoured
so far to aveid introducing a subject that
might cause considerable discussion on
temperance reform generally, hoping to
be able to confine the House to the ques-
tion of the desirability or otherwise of
controlling the traffic per medinm of na-
tionalisation, and 1 hope the House will
view the question from that standpoint.
At a later stage we propose to give mem-
bers an opportunily to deal with an am-
endment to the Licensing Aet, and then
we may discuss the question in a general
manner. At present, however, the Bill
before us deals only with the question of
State ownership. It gives power to the
Colonial Treasurer fo establish a State
hotel in any licensing district constituted
unnder the Licensing Aet, and provides
that he may carry on that hotel by his
anthorised agent, without taking out a
license as is necessary under the Licens-
ing Act at the present time; but it does
not exempt that authorised ageni from
the general provisions of the Licensing
Aect, because he will have to conform to
all the provisions of that Aet exeept in
regard to applying annusally to the lieen-
sing bench for a remewal of the license.
T am sure members will appreciate the
desirability of exempting him from that
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provision, hecause, after all, the State em-
powers the licensing beneh to grant the
license, and surely the State should be
able to issue a license to its own author-
ised agent. Members will notice in

Clause 2 that we can only establish a
State hotel if, at a pol} taken in a distriet
before or after the commencement of this
statute under Part V. of the Licensing
Act, a majority of votes is given in the
affirmative on the guestion, Do you vote
that all new publicans’ general licenses in
the distriet shall be held by the State.”
Tnder the provisions of the Licensing
Act so far only one poll has been taken,
and out of 42 licensing districts 32 gave
a majority in favour of the State con-
trolling all the publicans’ general licenses,
and only ten districts cast a2 majority
against State ownership. That being the
case, lhere is no doubt with regard to the
desires of the people in this direction. It
is trae that most of these licensing dis-
tricts carried the vote against an inerease
of licenses, but we must not lose sight
of the fact that, notwithstanding such a
vote, there is provision in the Licensing
Act for the licensing bench of any dis-
triet to issne further licenses in the dis-
triet. I am not quite sure whether mem-
bers understood that provision when they
were dealing with the Licensing Bill, for
here we have the anomaly of a majority
of the people in a distriect declaring
against any more licenses, yet the licens-
ing bench may issue any number of
licenses they choose. Of course they are
restricted; they may not issue a new
license within 15 miles of an old license;
but outside that there is no further re-
striction. There is provision also’ that
if the Government intimate to a bench
that they propose to establish a State
hotel in the district they have priority of
claim, but only for a very limited space
of time, and it is frequently impossible
to comply with the terms in that direc-
tion, Moreover, it is often not until
somebody has moved, a private individual,
in the direction of establishing an hotel
and pulled all the wires possible in order
to get his license, that the Government are
made acquainted with the fact that there
i§a"licénse desired-in the distriet,— "~
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Mr. Monger: How often have your
wires been pulled?

The PREMIER: I do not pull wires
so frequently as the hon, member causes
handles to be pulled. Notwithstanding
we are aware of the faet that there
is objection to a private license in a dis-
trict and a desire that the State should
establish a license, until the bench has.
dealt with the matier—already sinee I
have held oftice I have had on one or two-
occasions to wire to licensing benches that
the Government were considering the
question ot establishing hotels in their dis-
tricts—we are not aequainted with the
fact that there is n piivate applicatio. for
a license before the bench. It eannot be
expected that we ean keep in touch with
every licensing bench to find out what
applications are before them, Therefore
we are unfairly placed in this regard.
A majority of the people in the State in
32 of the 42 licensing districts being de-
sirous that all new licenses should be con-
trolled by the State, and as we consider
we should have power to establish these-
hotels without baving, as in the case of
the Dwellingup hotel, lo pass a Bill for
the purpose, this Bill gives us general
powers to do so; without following that
process, the State, of course. through its
agent, complying with the statute in every
other respect. It will be noticed we have
a further provision that, notwithstanding
8 licensing poll has shown a majority in
favour of the State eontrolling new li-
censes, we have to publish the fact that
we propose to establish a State hotel; and
in good time, within one month, or such
extended time as the Governor may di-
rect, if a petition be lodged signed by the-
majority of the adult persons residing
within a radius of three miles of the site-
of the proposed hotel against the estab-
lishment of an hotel by the State, the
Colonial Treasurer cannot go on with the-
establishment of an hotel. To my mind
that provides complete local option.

Hon. Frank Wilson: If a vote has al-
ready been taken against any new licenses,
how is this Bill going to operate?

The PREMIER : I consider this (o
be complete local option such as we have

“wiot to-day in the Licensing Aect. -



[6 SE-PTEMBER, 1912.]

Mr. (*Loghlen: Would not a poll be
more sabisfactory?

The PREMIER: No. Under the ex-
isting law, where we have provision for
a local option poll, it may happen, as il
did, that the majority of licensing dis-
triets will vote for no further licenses in
their distriets.

Mr. Male: Will you not respect that
majority ¢

The PREMIER: Yes. We propose lo
do that ahsolulely, but we go further.
Whereas, notwithstanding such a vote, the
Licensing Act to-day permits a licensing
bencii 1o grant a new license so long as it
is 15 miles from an existing license, we
propose that if under the Licensing Aet
a new hotel is desired in the district, as
indicated by the people residing in the dis-
trict, we musi give notiee that we pro-
pose to establish a State hotel, and the
majority of people who will be directly
affected may, by lodging a pelition, pre-
vent a Siate hotel being established in
their midst. That I econsider absolute
local option: but at the present time it
does not matter what may be the feeling
in the district, the licensing bench have
absolute power.

Mr. George: Suppose yon do not wish
to establish a State hotel and the people
want one, will you have an ordinary
hotel? :

The PREMAER: Not in the face of
the public desiring a State hotel.

Mr, Monger: What abont an hotel for
Wongan Hills?

The PREMIER: In that case we had
a petition sighed by every adult resident
within three to five miles of the town
nrging that we should establish a State
hotel there in preference to a private
hotel. We provide that if a petition in
opposition be lodged by a majority of
the adults residing within three miles of
where the hotel is to be established it will
prevent a State hotel being established
despite the wishes of the Government to
do so.

Mr. Male: Would it not be better to
wait until we are asked by a majority to
provide a State hotel?

The PREMIER: Let me give an in-
stance of where the Bill will be put into
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operation.  There have been continunal
applications to the licensing bench for an
hotel at Wongan Hills, but the people in
that distriet have shown that they are ad-
verse to an hotel being established there
if it is to be held by a private individual,
and they have petitioned the Government
several times urging us to establish a
State hotet there. We have given con-
sideration to the matter and we have had
a report by the manager of the State
Hotels Department, and he urges that an
hotel should be established at Wongan
Hills, not beeaunse it is a good proposition,
but because, unless the State estahlishes
one there, the beneh will nndoubtedly give
a license to some private individual
against the wishes of the people in the
district. The position is exactly the same
at Konunoppin. Now, what should be
the attitude of the Government in such
circumstances? There is no desire for a
license if it is to be held by a private in-
dividual; but there is a keen desire in the
district for a license to be held by the
State. Nevertheless we give the people
there, if this Bill is passed, an opportu-
nity to have their wishes given effect to hy
posting a notice that we propose to es-
tablish a State hotel. If the people are
of opinion that it would be better to have
no license a majority of the residents
within three miles of the site where it is
proposed the hotel will be established may
present a petition against it and the Gov-
erminent eannot proceed further under the
terms of the Bill.

Mr. George: Then in that ease wounld
there he no private license granted by
the bench?

The PREMIER: I do not know that
we ean prevent it under the existing law.
That wilt be a question to be dealt with
in an amendment to the Licensing Act.
Members will kave to consider whether it
is not desirable to have a similar provi-
sion for all licenses. The licensing dis-
triect may cover an extensive area, and at
a licensing poll there may be a majority,
taking the whole area, against an increase
in the number of licenses, yet in some new
part of the district, where a new town
has grown up, there may be a desire for
a license, but they are out-voted by the
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rest ef the distriet. The question arises
whether we should not give them more in
the nature of home rule by allowing each
part of the district that will be direetly
aifected a complete loeal option in this
direction to say whether there should ‘be
further hotels or not.

Mr. Male: The Aet allows yon to divide -

the districts.

The PREMIER: The Act will permit
that, but I do not think it will be advis-
able to do it by means of the local option
poll alone. We could do it, as proposed
in this Bill, by means of petition, either
for or against the license, or the existing
law could be made to apply by having a
further proviso thai in the event of a
new license being granted a petition
signed by a majority of the adult vesi-
dents within a certain radins within a
period of one month after the license is
granted may prevent the licensee pro-
ceeding further. That wounld be fair pro-
tection to the people of that distriet. On
the other hand. I hold we should give con-
sideration to their wishes, should they de-
sire a hotel in their midst. These are the
whole of the provisions of the Bill and
they will conform with the poliey of the
Government, and also give expression to
the desire of the people, as shown in the
loeal option poll held some months ago,
and also give ahsolute control to the
people as to whether licenses shall be
granted or not. The ecomplaint cannot be
made that this is not a demoeratic mea-
sure. It is one that gives complete local
oplion. I do not desire to say aunything
further in conuection with the matter,
and. as I have already stated, I do not
propose to go into the question as it
aftects the temperance movement except,
as T have intimated, that if we were not
convinced that State ownership with sym-
rathetic administration——

Mr. George: And good liquor.

The PREMIER :—vould remove many
of the evils existing to-day, T would not
be prepared to introduee this measure. I
am convinced that as long as there is the
desire for private gain, abuses will oceur,
notwithstanding how stringent we may
wmake the laws. That is one of the influ-
ences which - will eventually be-found op-
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erating more extensively than it is doing
at the present time. Nationalisation is
the road to probibition and if hon. mem-
bers are not prepared to accept prohibi-
fion ultimately, and they know what that
means, I think they had hetter prevent
the passing of this measure. The present
system which permits of private gain to
an extent that is not permitted in any
other trade does not enable us to control
the traffic in a proper manner. While we
compel the butcher and the baker, and
others who deal in provisions for the iife
of the people, to close their businesses at
six o’clock in the evening, we allow the
hotelkeeper to remain open until midnight
and sometimes to a later hour, and when
he takes the law into his own hands, he
keeps his premises open until sunrise
next day. That is not fair te other busi-
nesses or to the State, and I do not see
why the people should not be able to de-
cide this question in the manner that they
were permitted to determine the matter
of a Saturday half-boliday. We should
give them the opportunity to do so. With
the private gain svstem in the traffie it
makes it diffieult to make progress in the
way of reform. I have advocated, and do
so still, that we should consider the ques-
tion of minimising the Sunday traffic, by
permitting the sale of liquor during
limited honrs on the Sabhath and abso-
lutely prohibiting the sale of liquor out-
side those hours. But the desire for gain
was so strong that even the people in the
traffic complained that that wounld be un-
fair, and some went so far as fo say that
thewy preferred the law prohibiting Sun-
day trading altogether. Of course. they
know well that they would then be able
to break that law and serve other than
bona fide travellers, as they have always
done, knowing well that there are not
enough nolicemen who can be engaged to
watch »ll the hotels. TFortunately in this
State the ligquor traffic has not the same
influence as if possesses in other parts of
the world. In some places the influence
has grown to seeh an extent that legis-
lators have been houzht., T do not know
that that has ever been attempted here;
T hope it never will be; bui in other

- parts of the world they have corrupted
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polities, and demoralised the community
and prevenied temperanece legislation, or
moeled at its enforeement. Even in other
parts of Australia the position has be-
eome such that it has been found diffieult
to deal with it to-day, and consequently 1
want te urge upon Parliament the neces-
sity to grapple with the guestion at this
stage, in order t¢ prevent it growing to
such an extent, and becoming so strong
as to possibly corrupt our polities in the
future. By passing this little measure of
four clauses we shall be moving along the
road to reform, that is from the siand-
point of removing abuses in the liguor
trafiic. 1 do nol believe that prohibition
is practicable at the present time, but
wlien people are educated by State man-
agement, then we shall have arrived at
the stape when the people themselves will
ask for tlie total abolition of the traffic,
1n the meantime lei us do what appears
to us to be our duty, that is, to take con-
irol of {he traftic and, if possible, remove
some of the abuses whiclh exist in eon-
nection with it. I have mueh pleasure in
moving—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.
On motion by Hon. Frank Wilson, de-
bate adjourned,.

BILL—INEBRIATES.
Second Reading,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. Walker} in moving the second read-
ing said: I do not know that it is alto-
gether incongruous that this Bill should
follow immediately upon the heels of
the Bill for the establishment of State
hotels. One may be in the relation-
ship of cause, and the other of effect;
I hope, however, that is not so. The
Minister for Lands suggests that one
is supplementary to the other; 1 think
they are eollateral. We are not joiming
these together as being part and parcel
of the intent of the Government to get
hold of the liquor traffie, becanse those
we are dealing with in the Bill are those
who bave been injured, not by the
traffic in liquor by the State, by the
traffic in liguor in the hands of private
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individuals. I think a measure of this
kind requires no apology. ¥ 1s aot
new. e have long had legislation in
the other States practically covering the
ground that is covered by this Bill
There have been earnest and honest at-
tempts in England to take in charge those
who bhave beeome vietims of alecholie
indulgence, and therefore we had some-
thing for our guidance in the drafting
of this measure. Like the Premier, I
am not going to give any temperance
didactics or oration on the subject of
the evils of intemperance. 1 am nof
going to paint any picture appealing to
the imagination as to the disasters that
follow in tlie wake of indulgence in in-
toxicants. T have only to contemplate
the faet that the victims of inebriety
nre subjects for pity rather than for
punishment. The measure is based upon
the assumpiion that aleoholism is a dis-
ease; that inebriety is an affliction. In
other words, it is the result of poison,
that poison which creates certain nerve
and mental phenomena, which pheno-
mena we classify generally under the
terra of disease.  Therefore we have
entitled the Bill, a Bili for an Act to
provide for the care and control and
freatment of the inebriates. It is not
very many years ago since a man who
became a drunkard was looked upon as
a species of eriminal; a subject for
punitive ecntempt, and at this very
hour, in our police courts, we find sen-
tence after sentence delivered upon the
same individuals for what, it is obvious,
that individual ecan in no wise help.
We have had subjects at the police court
for the one-hundredth time charged
with the offence of having heen drunk,
and it must surely occur to every person
that the punishment of being sent to
gaol, or being heavily fined, is not a de-
terrent, and being no deterrent we must
look for some other cause of that re-
peated eondition of intoxieation. We
have learnt, not only from observation,
and not in a casual way, but from scien-
tific tests, that the craving for aleohol
is as muoeh a disease as any form of
mental aberration, or any form of in-
sanity, that in other words drunkenness,
habitual drunkenness, is eclosely allied
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to insanity, and we have contemplated
that fact in our previous legislation in

this State, for, in the Lunacy Act itself,
we bave provided that subjects suffering

from alcoholic poisoning can be taken

to the lunatie asylum for special treat-
ment. We therefore start in this Bill
with the assumption that alcoholism is
no crime but a disease, Modern scientific
researches by men capable of studying
this subjeet from a secientifie standpoint,
such men as Doctor Richardson of Eng-
land and Doctor Keeley of America,
have loealised the character of the dis-
ease so to speak, have described its par-
ticular stages, its incipiency, its develop-
ment, and its ultimate effects. These
effects are physical and must be con-
sidered from that standpoint. All your
temperance sermons in the world, all
your reproaches, hurled at the inebriate,
will not cure lhis malady, and, strange
to say, it is a malady which affects most
aentely those who are most sensitively
organised, those who have & delicate ner-
vous system, a system capable of speedy
reaction of the econditions existing
around them, Those who have fine
emotional characters, the emotions, of
course, being dependent on the nerve
centres, those in short who are not mere
animals, but have brain matter distribu-
ted throughont their organisations, are
the most liable to be affected by aleohol,
and aleohol acts as a poison on this
perve snbstance. Its tendency is to
paralyse the nerve course, the nerve
tracts, and the nerve cells, The whole
process of becoming intoxieated is one
of gradual paralysis, I know there are
those who may say that alcohol, instead
of paralysing, stimulates, and there are
thonsands of my fellow men to-day who
believe that a glass of good whisky or
a glass of good brandy puts nerve into
you, and awakens the nerves, stimulates
instead of paralysing. But that appar-
ent stimulus is the resnlt of paralysis
over all the blood tracts. T need not
tell hon. members that every artery,
every canal of the blood-flew, has along
all its course a nervous thread, or more
than one nervous thread, and that ar-
tery in its course is regulated as to its
- eontraction -or ‘expansion by -that nerve
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tract which accompanies it. In the
healthy, normal eondition no more blood
goes to any particular part of the body
than that artery with its nerve guidanee
will permit. But when that nerve be-
comes disturbed or fails t¢ act, and the
artery is left without control, then the
heart in its pumping, as it were, sends
the blood unregulated to any portion of
the sysiem. Simple as the illustration
may be, that speedy brightness of the
eve, that sudden flushing of the cheek
in those who are making merry at the
banquet are due to the fact that the
nerves along the traets of the
arteries avre being paralysed, and
the Dblood is flowing without re-
straint and without control. Hence you
are blushing, you are ved in the face, and
for that matter you are red all over. Now
that is due, as 1 say, to the paralysis that
is Laking place along the tracts and the
blood vessels. Continue your intoxieation,
and your sense, your brain, your higher
brain centres begin to show an extension
of that paralysis. Somelimes the nerves
of the legs go first; you are paralysed in
the limbs, you eannot walk. Sometimes
the nerves that eontrol the tongue are
paralysed, and you are speechless,

Hon. Frank Wilson: I have never ex-
perienced that.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
not aecusing the hon, member of having
experienced it. 1 hope hon. members will
not take this as being personal to them-
selves, Bui, go on further, and every
nerve of the body becomes paralysed, and
you are helpless.

Mr. George: I have never gone through
fhat,

The ATTORREY GENERAL: I did
not mean the hon. member. He who ex-
cuses himself accuses himself. T do not
require the hon, member’s interjections to
remind me that he has never experienced
such a condition. But there may be some
who have, I may take the illustration
which bas been given by one medical
authority who states that aleohol attaeks
first the highest nerve centres and, as it
were, goes backwards from those de-
veloped last in the human frame to those

- that were the first to develop as the founs
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dations of conscious existenee. In other
words, in the growth from childhood lo
the highest moral nerve or
brain eentres are the last to be developed.
Those centres that give us a sense of
our manhood, a sense of responsi-
bility, a sense of our relationship
to our fellows and our duty towards
them and ourselves, those are the last
nerve cells to develop in the human
system, They are the first attacked in
drink, They are the first to be paralysed.
The very moment a man takes alcohol
whicl is in the slightest degree poisonous
to him lis sense of responsibility goes;
and so, if that sense goes completely, the
man is as helpless against the attraction
amd temptation of drink as he is helpless
against the effects of sunshine falling up-
on him. ‘He eould no more prevent the
one than the other. And if he had learnt
to talk after he had learnt to walk lLe
would become speechless drunk; he would
still be able to walk, but could not falk.
On the other hand, if he had learnt to talk
before he learnt to walk he would get
unsteady on his legs. And so backwards
it goes. We come into the world helpless,
as it were, with no power of muscular
control, and the last stage of infoxication
is to reduce us to the helplessness of the
child. T am only giving this as the result.
50 far as I am eoncerned, of reading what
medical men who have made a special
study of the subject have wrilten upon it,
especially the faet that alcohol is, in any
of its forms and under all circumstances,
a poison; that its tendency is to have the
same effect upon us as paralysis, and thal
continued intoxieation is one source of
paralysis, one cause of total paralysis, of
the rapid deterioration and, sometimes, of
the complete breakdown and run of the
nerves and brain, So if that be estab-
lizhed there is no need for apology,
I 7vepeat, for bringing in a Bill of
this kind. The Bill says that for
such an infirmity, for an infirmity
that is irresistible, an infirmity that
seizes upon the best and ruins the most
sensitive, that for the treatment of such
cases as that we require, not a police foree,
not a police fine or the police magistrate,
but hospitals, institutions where we shall

manhood,
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treat the inmates with as much considera-
tion as we would the victims of typhoid
or sny other malady. We eommence upon
that assumption, and say we must have
wnstitutions for this purpose, instituitons
properly regulated, properly managed,
baving for direction an inspector general
who shall be appointed by the Govern-
ment to overlook and to have the manage-
ment of all these instiiutions. Wherever
established these institutions shall be
properly manned, not exactly with ward-
ers, but with cavetakers who are more ov
less trained in the management of those
who ave suffering from this disease.

Mr. George: Sort of skilled nurses.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Well, it
does require skill. There is no question
about it. There is much general ighorance,
even in lhe medical world at the present
time, especially among those of the old
school, as to the treatment of intoxieation.
I have known people sent to their graves
by lack of knowledge of the treatment
required in cases of this deseription. Sud-
denly a man who, for perhaps weeks, has
been indulging in aleohol, is deprived of
recourse to it. The sudden stoppage pro-
duees delirium, and very often the man is
killed by ignorant, though well meant,
attempis to eure him. Unless there is some
substitute for that aleoholism which long
intoxieation has produeed, some substitule
seientifically administered, death is likely
lo enswe. Some of the men I have most
admired in the world have been sent to
early graves in consequence of the ignor-
ance of those who soughi to make them
by force sober and teetotal. It requires
care and a thorough knowledge of the sub-
jeet.  And seo we shall want special
warders, or special men in charge of these
institutions, men who understand the
natuare of the disease, and of such pallia-
tives and remedies as are necessary. Hav-
ing obtained these institutions we provide
for the way in which they may be filled. We
have provided that the inebriate himself
may apply to be admitted; having first
made this stipulation, that only a judge or
magisirate shall be able to give an order
for admission to one of these institutes.
We have provided that (e inebriate him-
self may apply, or the order may be made
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on the applieation of the husband, wife,
parent, brother, sister, or the child of
full age of the inebriate; or it may even
be made on the application of a partner.
That is in cases where those who know
the inebriate best are interested in his
cure, and desire to preserve him from
himself, or, rather, from this terrible erav-
ing for drink. They may apply to have
the man admitted to the inebriate institu-
tion, or the application may he made by
the police; that is to say, by an officer
of the police force above the rank of sob-
inspector, acting on the request of a medi-
eal practitioner in attendance on the in-
abriate, or of a relative of the inebtiate,
or at the instance of a justice of the peace.
But when this application is made it must
in each instance be accompanied by the
certificate of a medical praectitioner, which
must certify that the man is a habitual
drunkard or an inebriate. In the Bill as
it has been distributed to hon. members I
have made it eonditional that a certificate
shall assert that the man is an inebriate.
Those whe have looked at the Notice
Paper will see that I have given notiee of
an amendment, which provides for the
medieal practitioner saying merely that in
his opinion the man is an inebriate. Be-
cause, if we fix it hard and fasl, and the
medieal man is bound, so to speak, to
swear that the subject whom he has at-
tended once or twice or three times is
habitual in his intoxication, he may hesi-
tate to do so. But if on his own observa-
tion and the testimony of those who are
able to inform him as to the habits of the
subjeet of his examination, he is able to
testify that in his opinion he is an in-
ebriate, that certifieate shall be a good one,
provided he makes a distinction between
what he knows of his own observation
and what be has learned from hearsay.
When the matter is brought before the
judge the investigation is to be held in
private, unless the inebriate himself de-
sires it to be made in publie. He may
object to having a hole and ecormer iu-
vestigation as to his sobriety and may
desire his case to be heard in public, and
if that is so, on his request the ease may
be dealt with in open court. In all other
* instances, the magistrate or judge, as-the
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ease may be, must make the investigation

“in private, and unless the inebriate him-

self has made application, in all other
cases the judge or magistrate has the
power of bringing the inébriate into
chambers so that he may testify or have
his own chance of objecting, if necessary.
Once within the asylom or institute—here
let me explain that although I am using
the word asylum now, I do not desire Lo
conneet with that word any of the associa-
Lions that attach to a lunatie asylum. The
object of this measure is to as far as pos-
sible remove every sense of degradation or
humiliation. We want to assoeiate the
drinker with neither the lunatic nor the
eriminal, for from my observation of life
and my reading on the subject I am con-
vineed that the most deleterious thing we
ean bring to bear on the inebriate is
bumiliation, that which makes him feel in
the slightest degree a sense of degradation.
To degrade the inebriate.is to confirm the
disease; it helps to bring down the
subjeet to that point where it is almost
impossible for him to recover. The first
step towards the treatment of the inebriate
is to make him feel that there is hope
and life and all the qualities of redemp-
tion within him. Let him feel that he
is degraded, humiliated, despised, and ne-
glected of men, and we make him worse,
and the disease thrives under the abnor-
mal eonditions of his lot. That is why in
the older countries of the world where
poverty stalks so deep and misery is so
widely prevalent there is so much intoxi-
cation. Wherever hopelessness comes to
humanity we may find a greater tendency
to be affected by the poteney of alcohol.
Therefore with these finely organised
creatures, let friends turn from them, let
the loved ones turn the cold shoulder,
let hope desert them, and deeper and
deeper into the meshes of the net the
vietim falls. Se what we need is an ab-
solute removal of the sense of punish-
ment and degradation, so that we in no
way treat this applicant for admission
into the institution as a prisoner or a
lunatie. He has to be treated as one of
onrselves, temporarily sick, whom we
seek to restore healthy to society. That

“is our-desire, and Hence we say thai even
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if the policeman arreslts men in ihe street
for drunkenness, they shall not he plunged
into the cold cells of the lock-up, as they
are now, and left to herd with eriminals
or left even neglected in the cold of a
winter’s night. Tt must strike everyone
who reads the papers that repeatedly men
taken drunk into the cells at night have
been found dead next morning. It has
oceurred in our own lock-up in Perth;
it bas occurred in every lock-up in the
big cities thronghout the Commonwealth;
it has repeatedly oecurred in the older
countries of the world, and Dr. Richard-
son has poinled out the eause of it. He
gave a splendid series of lectures on the
subjeet, and, mark you, Dr. Richardson
at the ecommenecement of his investigation
sought to strike a blow at the so-called
fanaticism of the temperance reformer.
He wanted to show that aleohol under
cerlain conditions was actually of benefit
to humanity, that it was a food and a
stimalant if taken in moderation and at
the right time; but he came to the con-
clusion that it was an absolute evil. It
might be used medicinally as a poison,
just as strychnine and arsenic are used
medieinally on occasion, bat on all normal
oceasions alechol aets precisely as cold
aets by this process of paralysis I bave
described. It does not warm, but chills
the nerve cenires, and therefore, aleohol
producing the same effect as cold, if the
vietim is then thrown into a cold ecell,
there results a double action, and more
likely than not death will bhe pro-
duced by such a courze. IExperiments
have been tried npon animals, some of
them half intoxicated and some free from
aleoholie poison, and then the same de-
gree of cold has been applied to each,
and aecording to the degree of alcoholie
poisoning as a precedent they have died
in rotation, as it were, That fact has
long been recognised in the movements
of our great armies, and by no less an
aunthority than Lord Kitchener., In his
macehes in Egvpt and in the movements
of troops elsewhere, the faet has been
recopmised that alcohol acts precisely the
same as cold on the haman system, and,
therefore, if we put a man into a lock-up
-on a eold winter’s might, havingz dragged
him helplessly drunk from the street, we
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ran a great risk indeed of causing that
man to die before the morning. and. re-
peatedly death has oceurred in such cases.
Therefore the Bill provides that if a man
is taken drunk from the street he shall be
provided with warmth, Warmth shall be
a necessity, and we provide, that he shall
have nourishment, for delirium iremens
is nothing but a state of exhaustion, and
one of the first steps towards the cure of
the aleoholic is to give him proper nour-
ishment sueh as the system in its then
state ean assimilate. He is weak, he is
chilled, he is nervously disorganised, and
proper nutrition is an absolute necessity;
so we muost bave nutrition for the vielim
taken off the public streets in a staie of
intoxieation, and, where it is seen to be
necessary, we must have medical assist-
ance provided for him. T speak of ounr
lock-ups because it may happen that these
cases ocenr where we have not our in-
stitutions. The Government have in mind
and have discussed the establishment of
an institute—it is already in existence
for other purposes, but we intend to turn
it to this purpose—within easy reach of
the City. Bul there are places, especialty
in the North-West and the sparsely set-
fled districts, where we eannot think of
bringing them down to the institulions,
and where the vietims of aleoholism
would be compelled to lodge in some
public place under the supervision of
the police, but even there we must
not plunge them into these cells and
we must not deprive them of this nourish-
ment, We must get medical assistance
when we can. and provide them with that
degree of nutrition sufficient to enable
them to recuperate, to enable the will in
becorae strong enongh to help the victim in
his efforts towards recovery. We provide
in the first place for the inebriates to be
put into one of these institutions for
twelve months, but that at any stage dur-
ing that period the Governor may release
himn on lieense. He msy be allowed to try
what he can do on undertaking that hLe
will not touch aleohol and that he will
try to eure himself. beeause after all. if
we can only apply power to awaken the
right self within the tdividual so toat
he ean conquer his own failing. we have
the best eure. [f we can get the weak
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nature so built up that the will power re-
covers its own strength, we ean place
reliance on that man avoiding the disease
in future. Butf it may happen that we
release some men on license and at the
shehtest temptation they become vietims
again. We provide that in such cases
they may bhe at any time taken baeck to
the institute and their term there pro-
longed. e take all the care we can that
these institutions shall be homes. We
will provide by regulation for their proper
management, and we will arrange suitable
work and reereafion for those who are
in them, so that there may be no weaken-
ing of the mental or moral faeculties by
virtue of this isolation from their friends.
There is to be only the isolation from
temptation, and from the promptings of
the very sight and near presence of the
poison; and so we provide that anyone
guilty of supplying the inmates of an
instifution of this character with intoxi-
cauts shall be guilty of an offence against
this Act. People are not allowed, without
going through the proper chanmel, to be
on the grounds where the inebriates are
gathered, and are not allowed to converse
with them except with the knowledge of
the officials. By this means we desire to
treat these people as we treat all other
sick people, regarding them as needing
care of an extraordinary kind, inasmuch
as part of the medicine and treatment of a
vietim of intemperance is moral influence,
not merely argumentative suasion, but the
influence of good surroundings, the
awakening of the better part in the man
or the woman and the strengthening of the
physieal frame while at the same time to
fortifying the appetites against the in-
sinnative character of this particular eause
of disease. We have provided also that
when any offence having as part of its
ingredieni, intoxicafion, is tried in our
courts, either the eriminal court or a court
of summary jurisdiction, the judge ov
the magistrate may, at his discretion order
the prisoner to be confined in one of these
instituiions. If the erime is of such a
nature as io be of a criminal character,
and drink is associated with it, it is pro-
posed that we shall have in connection
with our eriminal discipline, an asylum
of this kind just as we bave for criminal
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lunatics, Where a man has been brought
to the committal of crime and has hecome
in part a criminal from the disease of
intoxieation, then we may give him
treatment, it is true, not in the
presence of those voluntarily or at
the instance of their friends, in
our institutions, but in a separate
ward, and by separate treatment we may
seek to curc the very caunse of crime, for
I say there can be no question that two-
thirds of the erime of civilised communi-
ties may be traced directly to the in-
flienee of drink, drink, not only in its
stimulus and the impulse it gives to
sudden passion and temper and unreas-
onable exercise of the vicious pro-
pensities  within the human frame,
but in the long weakening of the
moral fibres that may acerne from
generation to generation. The father
and the mother, both drinking, have
weakened their whole frame to that ex-
tent that in their long habitual drunk-
enness the children born to them arve
born with weakened systems, with a ten-
deney to the disease, and it is one of
the established laws that the intoxica-
tion of parents continued from genera-
tion to generation has a tendeney to
the production of eriminal offspring, and
the intimacy between intemperance and
crime, the liability of those liable to in-
temperance to crime, is established as a
matter of faet from deductions from
the examination of a vast number of
eases. So when we are seeking to cure
erime, fto prevent crime, to be rid of
erime in the community, we must Lhave an
eve to the temperanee question on its
seientific side, and try and remove that
nervous degeneracy that has been pro-
duced by indulgence in aleohol. There-
fore, the person who ecommits such
offences as drink is the stimulng to,
brought before the judge, may be sent
to this institute for special treatment
as an inebriate on the conviction that,
if cured of this disease we have chris-
tened inebriety, we shall have eured his
eriminal tendencies. Give bim full con-
trol of his appetites once more, make him
normally healthy, morally bealthy, and
we will be preventing his tendencies to

crime.. If we.leave these fibres weak, if
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we leave the will incapable of exertion,
if we leave him that imbecile that drunk-
enness implies, then we will have con-
tinuously this tendency to erime. Cure
this disease of inebriety and we take
our strongest Safeguard against the
spread of erime in the community., That
is therefore the purpese that we have in
this Bill. Qur aim is to make a healthy
humanity of those who arve victims, and
goodness knows they are not to. be
counted by scores or hundreds, but by
thousands thronghout this Common-
wealth, and to help these people to
restore themselves to become strong and
vigorous morally as well physically
and mentally, and then we shall have a
happier, and I believe, a more pros-
perous, a more progressive in every
sense of the word, and a more humane
and a nobler community. I do not know
that I need deal more with the pur-
poses of the Bill, and with its details.
We shall have to deal with those in
Committee, but T have every confidence
that the Bill will commend itself to
every seetion of this Assembly. I am
quite convinced that none of us has
lived in this world so long but that he
knows the disastrously ill-effects drink
has on individuals, and, through indi-
viduals, on the whole community, that
it absorbs our national wealth, perverts
our national tastes, eorrupts the intel-
lect, the passions, the whole emotional
nature, degrades even in our social fune-
tions, destroys the finer susceptibilities
and aspirations of the human race, and
makes us vietims of an appalling amonnt
of degradation. It is to lift humanity
therefore that we nim in measures of
this kind, and I am econfident that not
a single member of the House will, on
this gronnd at least, oppose the measure.
I move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.
On motion by Hon. Frank Wilson, the
debate adjourned.

BILL—ELECTION OF SENATORS
AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) :In moving the second reading
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of this Bill, I wish to inform members
that it is purely a formal measure. The
Commonwealth’ Constitution places in
the State Parliament the power fo make
laws for the time and place for the
election of senafors, while the Common-
wealth Parliament have the power to
make the law for the method of chosing
senators. During last year the Federal
Parliament altered the time for the elec-
tion of members of the House of Repre-
sentatives, and as it is necessary that the
members for the House of Representa-
tives and also those for the Senate
should be elected on the same day, this
Bill has been introduced for the pur-
pose of the State Parliament agreeing
to the wishes of the Federal Parliament.
The Bill, as I have stated, is pnrely of
a formal natore. The first amendment
proposed is to fix the day of election
on Saturday, and the second clause is
for the purpose of extending the time
for the return of the writ. There has
not been a Federal election since the
establishmeni of the Federal Parliament
without the (Yovernor being requested
to extend the time for the return of the
writs, The time set forth in our Aet
to-day is too short, and consequently
it is necessary to extend it. The other
clanse provides for extension of the
hours of polling. T do not think it is
necessary for me to comment on the Bill.
Personally, I wmight say I ithink it is
a matter which should have been entively
left in the hands of the Federal Par-
liament, but no doubt it was eonsidered
at the time that by putting the time and
place for the election of senators in
the power of the State Parliament, it
would remind the senators that they
were supposed to represent the State,
and consequently it is considered as a
tie between the Senate and the States.
Seeing this is so, and as the law stands
at present, I feel confident that every
member will agree to the request of
the Federal authorities and approve of
the measore. I might inform mem-
bers——

Hon. Frapk Wilson: Why do you
want the election on Saturday?
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : To work in with the Federal
Parliament, .

Hon. Frank Wilson: How?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : To have the election for sena-
tors on the same day as the election of
members of the House of Representa-
tives.

Hon. Frank Wilson: We also do this
now,

Hon. W. C. ANGYWIN (Honorary
Minister): We cannot do it unless it
is provided under the Act.

Hon. Frank Wilson: It is on Saturday
now,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister): I stated just now thai the
Federal Parliament bhave altered their
Aet, and have provided for the election
of mewbers of the House of Represen-
tatives on Saturday, and I believe every
other State is introducing similar legis-

Jation. As a matter of fact [ believe
that in South Australia an election
takes place on Saturday. Queensland,

New South Wales, Vietoria, and the
other States are introducing Bills simi-
lar to this one. I feel confident that
under the cirenmstances members will
agree to the Bill as introduced. I
move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex): I
du not know that T have the slightest ob-
jeetion fo this measure, but in looking up
the prineipal Act it seems to me that the
Government have got power to fix the
polling day on Saturday if they wish, and
also to fix the date for the return of the
writ. I cannot quite understand from
the Minister’s introduection the necessity
for the Bill.

The Minister for Lands: It is to bring
us into conformity with the Commeon-
wealth Electoral law. Their elections are
on a Saturday.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Then 1 pre-
sume they do not wish to be dependent
on any State Government for lixing the
election of senators on the same day,
They do not wish to be open lo having

another day fixed for the elecfion of sen-~
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ators than that already fixed by their law

fur the election of members to the Fouse

of Representatives, It seems a fair rea-

son for passing the measure, and, as ihere

is nothing contentious about the Bill, I

think we should let it go through at once,
Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee.

Bill passed throngh Committee with-
oul debate; reported without amendment,
and the report adopted.

BILL—INTERSTATE DESTITUTE
PERSONS RELIEF.
Second Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. Walker) in moving the second reading
sald: This is a measure that has already
passed through another Chamber and has
come down to this Chamber for our con-
sideration. Tt is intended for the relief
of persons whose relatives liable to sup-
port them reside in another State of the
Commonwealth, and for other purposes.
The difiieulty we have had to contend
with in serving any process for the sap-
port of destitute persons deserted by their
husbands or breadwinners has been hither-
to that we bave had sovereign States
with their separate courts and their sep-
arate methods of jurisdiction. A man
living in Victoria, having his wife and
children in Victoria, and coming to this
State, leaving his wife and children re-
gardless of tieir welfare, being, in fact,
in every sense of the word a deserter,
has up te lhe present enjoved compara-
tive immanity. In other respects the
Commonwealth has made provision to
carry justice from one Siate to another.
We have a Federal Processes Service Act,
which enables a e¢redilor fo Jodge his
judgment in any of the courts of the
Cominonwealth, and to then obtain the
satisfaction of that judgment almost as
easily in another State as he can in the
State in which he, as plaintiff or claimant.
resides. But in {hese domestic matters to
reach the deserter of a wife, where the
wife has to make a claim in a eowrt of
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summary jurisdiction, no sueh analogows
facility applies; the wife is left helpless;
she may sue her husband for mainten-
ance in the court of Vietoria, and she
may obfain judgment, but there the maf-
ler ends. Unfil the deserter again makes
an appearance within the jurisdiction of
that eourt the matter is a dead letter.
This Bill provides for giving similar facili-
ties for following the deserter as the Fede-
ral Aect enables us to have in following
a debtor. In bringing this Bill forward
we are carrying out a wish expressed at
.the Premiers’ Conference that there
should be in this respect uniform legis-
lation throughout the States of the Com-
monwealth. The measure already exists
in some of the States, and wherever a
similar Bill for this has passed in Lhe
State Legislature of the Commonwealth,
we shall have all the machinery for reach-
ing the deserter, for making the person,
who has brought upon himself, by his
contracts of the past, the obligation of
marvital or parental or filial duties, fulfil
those obligations and perform the duties.
It will be observed that whenever any
husband leaves his wife, or any parent
leaves his or her child under the age of
18 years, whether legitimate or illegiti-
rmate, or any child over the age of 21
vears leaves his or her parent, or any per-
son liable to support, or contribute to-
wards the support of another person
leaves such other person without adequate
means of support, then in any such case
if snch husband, parent, ehild or person,
or the person by such order, adjndged,
ordered or directed to pay or make pro-
vision—each of whom is called in this
case the defanlter—eomes to reside, either
temporarily or permanently, in this State,
any summons for relief, or any process to
enforee such order grarted or issued in
any State by any justice, or justices, or
out of any court (not being a court of
record) upon application made by or on
behalf of the wife or others reguiring
support, or by or on behalf of the person
for whose support such order was made,
meay have that order, or that judgment,
executed in this State, Not only is that
the case but the Bill contemplates that in
every State there shall be appointed, for
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the purpese of carrying out the law in
this respect, a collector, whose duty it
shall be to collect whatever money is
necessary, or whatever money has been
ordered te be paid by the magistrate or
justices, and, after deducting cerlain ex-
penses for the transinission of the money,
{ransmit that money to the person, or to
someone ot behalf of that person, for
that person’s support. I do npot know
that the Bill requives any very lengthy
explanation. I have sufficiently deseribed
its purpose when 1 say its objeet is to
gel redress for those who are agrrieved
against defaulters, and fhe Bill makes the
whole of the Commonwealth one State
for that purpose. We are in hopes that
in due eourse no State of the Common-
wealth will be without a measure of this
kind, and, therefore, no person will be
able to escape the just obligations im-
posed upon him by marriage or by par-
entage, or in respect to filial dnties.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Have all the
States approved of this Bill?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It has.
been passed by South Austraiia, but it is
eomparatively young, inasmuch as it was
only the last Premiers’ conference that
agreed unanimously to pass a measore of
this kind in every Siate of the Common-
wealth.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Did the Premiers
approve of this draft9

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
wag the measure whieh was first drafted,
and no amendments have been introduced.
The desire, of course, is to have uniform-
ity, even down to the details, We have
to do it in the various States, because we
cannot as a Siate legislate for the whole
Commonwealth, and, therefore, to make
a measure of this kind effective copies of
the first measure drafted must be intro-
doced in everv State Legislature within
the Commonwealth, and the effect of that
will he as if it were one law for the whole
Commonwealth, just as if the Federal
legislature itself had passed the measure,
It was agreed upon by the Premiers that
this Bill should be passed in all the
States. A pledge was given to that ef-
fect, and in this measure we are fuolfilling
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that pledge. Therefore, I have much
pleasure in moving—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: I move—
That the debate be adjourned.

The Attorney General: The Bill has
been before another Chamber, and has
been before memhers of this House for
weeks.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, but we
have had pleaty of work to do. Tt
1s usual o wait for a Minister’s intro-
duetion and then to ask for an adjourn-
ment to enable us fo go through the
Bill after that introduction. [ must sav
that the Attorney General has given us
very little information. Certainly we
have had a few clauses read, but not
much else.

The Attorney General: There is very
little in the Bill. T have given yon a
correct idea of it, and its purposes.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Ti is my
duty to get a correci idea from my own
-reading; my request it not unreason.
able,

The Attorney General: I think it is
after the Bill has been through ancther
House, and after it has heen here so
long.

Motion passed; the debate adjourned.

BILL—HOIGH SCHOOL ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.

- The PREMIER (Hon. J. Secaddan)
in moving the second reading said: The
Bill T am submitting to the House is
a short one, and consists of three clauses.
It is in the nature of a notiee to our
friends who eontrol the High Sclioul
to quit, in so far as they are to especl
that three years hence the receipt of
the subsidy which they have enjoyed at
the hands of the State for a consider-
able time will eease. It will he appre-
ciated that the legislature when thev
made provision for the establishment of
the High School in Perth did something
that was of a distinet advantage to those

" who Were looking for a Nighér educa-"
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tion than was then being provided in
the primary schools. Thus we have to
applaud the action of the then TParlia-
ment in making provision for a subsidy
to the High School. If hon. members
turn up the High School Act of 1876
which is the prineipal Act, they will
see that provision was made in the first
year after the actual opening of the
school for a subsidy of £700, in the
second year £600, in the third year £500,
and in each subsequent year the sub-
sidy was based on double the amount of
fees received, not exeeeding in one year
€300. The Act was amended in 1897
by increasing the subsidy from £500 to
£1,000, and the High School has received
that amount ever since. At the present
tine the policy of the State is to pro-
vide secondary schools wherever they
are required, so that they may be step-
ping stones from the primary secbools
to the university whieh is being estab-
lished. That being the case, we are not
justified in further subsidising the High
Sehool. Tt has had a fair opportunity
to establish itself. It is true that it
has done good work, and we appreciate
that, but we consider mow that after
the reasonable notice of three years they
should he able to carry on without fur-
lher State assistance. In faet it would
he ahsurd for us to continue to subsi-
dise this school in opposition to.those
established in the same centre by the
State. I Dbelieve there will he some
criticism at the action of the Government
in giving the school three years' notice.

Mr. Lander: Make it twelve months.

My, Male: Make it five years.

The PREMIER: Some hen. members
think that it would be better to imme-
diately cease to give the subsidy. An
hon. member opposite considers that we
should give five years’ notice. T wonld
point out that it would be hardly fair
to immediately withdraw the subsidy,
and we think we have adopted a fair
course. The other question is that under
the provisions of their Aet of 1876,
the High Sehool anthorities were com-
pelled in limit the fees charged to any
student to a mavimuwm of £12 per annum.
That undowbtedly handicapped them to
sani¢ extent. ®o tur as the’ fdes” which
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they might have received were concex-
ped. We propose, now that we are tak-
ing away their snbsidy, to permit theia
to charge whatever fees they desire,
and then it will be with them purely a
matter of the utility of the sehool. OF
course when we withdraw the subsidy
we have no further right to declarve that
their maximum fees shall be £12 per
annum.

Mr. Turvey: Will that take effect im-
mediately?

The PREMIER: That will come into
operation immediately the Bill is passed.
and then they will have the opportunity
of carrying on without the , sobsidy.
Theve are other conditions under which
the school has existed. This sehool was
the first in the State outside the Modern
School established by the Government,
which was undenominational. All the
other secondary schools are controlled
by the religions bodies in our midst.
The High School is conirolled by a board
of governors, appointed from time to
time by the Governor in Council. TUnder
those circumstances they are in a total-
ly different position from the other
secondary schools in the State. They
also have certain land wpon which the
school is standing, and other land was
given fo them as an endowment which
is situated right opposite Parliament
Housge, that vacant reserve adjoining the
Observatory., That is a most valuable
piece of land, and under the terms of
their Act they are entitled to dispose
of the land on which the schoo! is at
present built and devote the proceeds
towards the establishment of another
sehool on their endowment block.

. Hon. Trank Wilson: Have they the
power to do that now?

The PREMIER: Yes, and I believe
it is the intention of the governors to
do so, and to build a more up-to-date
secondary school. That, of course, was
a matter that was decided by Parlia-
ment many years ago, and we cannoi
avrnul it at this stage. We have, how-
ever, in our power the question of the
subsidy, and the question of the limiting
of the fees, and seeing that we are tak-
- ing away their subsidy it will be agreed
that we have no further say in the mat-
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ter of the fees that they should be
entitled to charge. I beg to move—

That the Bill be now read a second

time.

Hon, FRANK WILSON (Sussex): J
think it is agreed by all that the High
School has done very good work in West-
ern Australia. It was established in the
early days when educational facilities in
the State were very much below par; in-
deed there was a great difficalty in get-
ting anything like a first class edueation
for children. Hence I do not presume
to quarrel, and T do net think anyene
clse will, with the attitude of previons
CGovernments in subsidising a school of
this deseription more especially as it -has
been recognised to be undenominational
in its character. It has thus served all and
sundry, no matter to what faith they be-
longed in providing a sound eduneation.
Af the same time I think every ome will
agree that the present institution is com-
pletely out of date. .

The Attorney General: You .mean as
to the buildings. :

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, I have
had oceasion to visit the school once or
twice, having a boy of my own there,
and I bave been surprised to find the
class of buildings in which the teaching
had to be undertaken. Indeed in con-
versation with the headmaster that gentle-
man was very bitter in his complaint
ahout being expecied to make a snecess
of the institution under such adverse cir-
cnmstances, and to be expected to com-
pete against other institutions belonging
to the different denominations which had
up-to-date buildings and egnipment suit-
able for every purpose. T have a great
deal of sympathy for the headmaster,
but at the same time 1 have sympathy
for my youngster and for the boys of
other ecitizens who have- to attend there
day after day to receive their education
in the buildings which are provided. We
had this matter under consideration when
we were in power, and I think the Pre-
mier will find some notification by way
of a letter to the governors in regard to
the termination of the subsidy. With the
advent of secondary schools belonging to
the different churches, and good schools
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at that, it was felt that they were being
put in an iovidious position to have a
secondary school eompeting against them
and reeeiving the handsome sunbsidy of
£1,000 per annum from the Governmen,
and it was understood then that the sub-
sidy would be terminated. The idea we
had at that time, which T believe was also
intimated to the governors, was practi-
cally what the Premier has outlined to-
night as being the decision of his Govern-
ment, namely, that the governors shall
have perfeect freedom to charge such rea-
sonable fees as they deem necessary for
the successful carrying on of the sehool,
Jjust as in the case of the other secondary
sehools; and they shall not be bound to
the maximom fee of £12 per annum pro-
vided in the existing Aet, but shall be
allowed to charge according to the tuition
given. In this respect they should be
put on an equal footing with the kindred
institutions. Then, I understand, it is
intended to give them ahsclute power over
their property. I think the power of
sale ought to be restriected, as the Pre-
mier has intimated, to the old building
and the old site; this higher site, oppo-
site to the entrance to Parliament House,
being, of course, much preferable in every
respect to the old site opposite the old
harrack building. But I do think they
should have the power to mortgage. When
they commence to erect an up-to-date
building on the new site opposite Parlia-
ment House, 1 think they should be put
in a position which will enable them to
finanee the undertaking properly, and
provide an institution and building equi-
valent to those of the best secondary
schools in Perth. If this was done—and
everyone admits that new buildings are
an absdlute necessity—I see no reason
why the governors of the High School
should not be as successful, after provid-
ing all the facilities essential to the proper
training of the boys, as the other institu-
tions which now are so very much in ad-
vance of them. Myr. Faulkner told me
he would fear nothing if he had buildings
and facilities such, for instance, as the
Christian Brathers have provided in their
new college in the Terrace. The draw-
back was, he said, that he was Jandi-
capped, not only in teaching the bays,
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but in keeping good masters in such a
place as they now oceupy. I do not think
any exeeption will be taken to the passage
of this weasure. The granting of three
years’ notice is only a reasonable provi-
sion, notwithstanding what the member
for [ast IPerth interjected to the effeet
that he would have it closed down within
three months.

Mzr. Lander: No, I said twelve months.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Well, twelve
months. The three years’ term is only a
reaspnable provision. We all know the
hon. member's energetic nalure. If be
were wolng to put a horse out of pain he
would do it right away. Quite right, too,
because it is not desirable that any animal
should snffer for a longer time than it
takes to put a bullet through its brain.
But T do not think that sovt of treatment
is ealled for in regard to the High School.
Certainly the High Sechool is in extreme
pain and diffienlty, but we do not want to
put it out of that pain altogether; we re-
quire rather to send it to the home the At-
torney General has been talking about so
mueh to-night, in order that it may re-
cuperate, may receive fresh life and
vilality, and hlossom forth inte an institu-
tion fit for the proper accommodation of
the rising generation. I have much
pleasure in supporting the seeond reading,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee.

Myr. Holman in the Chair, the Premier
in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Subsidy to cease on June
15th, 1915:

Mr. LANDER moved an amendment—

That in line 6 the word “fifteen” be
struck out and “fourteen” ingerted in
lieu,

We had carried this baby long enongh.
The High School had had every oppor-
funity of putting itself on the same basis
as the other secondary schools.

The Premier: No; it has heen
tricted in regard to fees.

Mr. LANDER: At any rate, we had
done enough for the school, and it would
be quite sufficient notice if the subsidy
were continued until June, 1914.

res-
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Mr., TCRVEY: Certainly the High
School had done much for the educational
system of Western Australia in days gone
by. However, now that we bad a State
secondary school there was no reason why
the Government should continue to sub-
sidise the High School for any longer
period than that preseribed in the amend-
ment, If to save the school it was neces-
sary that we should continue paying the
subsidy, then the school should be taken
over by the State and run as a sapple-
mentary State seeondary school. From
about 1876 to 1897 the school had rve-
ceived some £300 per annum from the
Government. Since 1897 the sum had
been increased to £1,000 per annum,
while in all probability speecial grants had
been given, apart altogetber from the
valuable asset represented in the school
lands, Certainly the school had done
good work in the past, but there was no
reasou whatever for continuing to pay the
subsidy until 1915.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: The Govern-
ment were to be thanked for the generous
manner in which they had dealt with the
school. It was generally conceded that
the time had arrived when the school
should walk alone, and most people be-
lieved that it would be better for the
institution. He regretted that any hon.
members should eavil at the notice pro-
posed to be given of the withdrawal of
the subsidy. The High Sehool had origin-
ated out of the old Bishop's College, es-
tablished by Bishop Hale in the early
days in the buildings known as Clergy
College, In those days there were no
secondary schools in Western Australia
and every eredit was due to the prelate
who had started Bishop’s College and
maintained it entirely ont of his own
purse. In the old Bishop's College many
of the leading men of the State had been
educated, men such as the Chief Justice,
«Sir Jobn Forrest, and others who en-
joyed the unqualified respect of the com-
munpity to-day. On the departure of
Bishop Hale from Wesiern Australia the
old Bishop’s College, after a little time,
had fallen to pieces for want of funds,
and, there being no other similar school,
the Government took it in hand. Henece,
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in 1876, the Bill which it was now pro-
posed to repeal. On the grounds of fair-
ness and justice the consideration which
the present Government were giving to
the High School, while commendable, was
in no way extreme. Still, the Government
were to be congratulated on their atti-
tude, more especially as in some «quar-
ters it was held that the present Govern-
ment bad little if any sympathy with
schools attended by those who patronised
the High School. It was gratifying to
find that this belief was not correct, and
that the Government had the same con-
sideration for the High School as they
had for other schools of a similar chax-
acter. He hoped the hon. member would
not proceed with the amendment, but
would allow the Bill to pass as it had
been presented to the House.

Mr. CARPENTER : It was one thing o
initiate a State subsidy and another thing
1o stop it. One would infer from the re-
marks of the member for BEast Perth that
the fact of giving the school power to raise
its fees immediately justified the stopping
of ihe subsidy at once.

FIon. Frank Wilsen: They eannot take
advantage of it until they bave better
accommodation.

My, CARPENTER : 1t wonld have been
prefevable if the Government had pro-
posed to abolish the subsidy on a sliding
scale, diminishing the amount at the rale
of £200 or £300 per annum. One could not
forget that although in these days we fav-
oured State edueation, in years gone by,
before the State eould do what it did to-
day, those who had charge of this school
had done good work. If it were not for
this faet, and that the institution was an
educational one, he would support the
amendment.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was
regrettable that any amendment should
have been moved to the Bill. One could
syvepathise with the member for Swan be-
cause he was anxious to preserve the
superiority and almost monopoly of State
edneation. It was true that the State was
undertaking the edueation of the child from
the eradle up to the professorship, and he
yielded to none in the desire to see the
State educational system perfeeted, but at
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the same time there were other sentiments
than that of mere pride. Surely it was
ot an unnatural thing to have some grati-
tude for those men who bad kept the toreh
ot education alight when the State was
unable to do it.

Mr, Lander: You have heen grateful to
the tune of £40,000.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Even if
that was so the State was not doing the
work, and this school was to all intents
and purposes for a long time the State’s
secondary school. The State insisted upon
ils being governed in a certain way, upon
a eeriain standard of edueation, upon cer-
lain fees being chavged, and, in fact, had
full regulation through the governors it
could appoint, of the whole brief of the
institution. It was a quasi-State establish-
mment up till quite recently, and because the
State was now able to start education oun
its own footing, was it to say to what had
been a State establishment so long, “lm-
mediately we can do without you, we will
give you the kick-out”?

Mr. Lander: We do not say that; we
sy give them two years.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If the
hon. member conld cut them off without a
shilling he would do so.

My, Lander: No, I would give them
proper warning.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: What
was preper warning ‘for readjusting an
institufion of this kind? This had been
all along a seeular school, for the parent
Act contained the words “Provided always
thal the eduneation to be given in such
school shall be exelusively seeular.”” Han.
members forgol the fetters in which the
school had worked,

Mr. Gill: Golden fetters.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Where
was the wealth the school had accomu-
lated?

Hon., Frank Wilson:
buildings !

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Take
any other institution in the world that had
been running in partnership with the Gov-
ernment, was it unfair notice to give it
three years in which to make an entire
change? The time would be acinally only
about' 214 years, and was that too much

Look at their
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for an institution that would have to en-
tirely readjust its affairs, tind a new build-
ing, and additional professors, because the
present staff wonld be inadequate to enter
into snevessful rivalry with the other
secandary schools.

My, Lander: Let them get a move on.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : The
school had turned out good people, and
had eoniribated something to the cduea-
tional life of the Btate; it had, in fact,
stimulaied those rival institutions which
were now in the forefront of competilion
in edneational matlers. We should surely
have some love for those who had tried
to make educational advaneement when the
State neglected to do so. Although we
were establishing State institutions, he by
no means would discourage the rivalry of
private effort. He was proud of the part
taken by the Christinn Brothers, the Clare-
mont Seotch (College and the Grammar
School at Guildford,. We had bound the
High School by Act of Parliament and
made it what it was, and should we now
punish those who were {rying to earry on
the institution? II was no use decrving
it because it had not fulfilled our ideas in
every vespect. It had had its place in the
community and had reacted on every edu-
cational institution in the State. It had
kept up the standard of intellectual
activity in every similar school and to
sneer at it, and treat it with contumely
showed we had not the hetter feelings 1o
discern the merits of those who had been
the benefactors. Tt would be becoming
for the State to give due notice of the
dissolution of partnership, and two and a-
haif years was not too long to enable the
Governors (o make their adjustment for
continuing the establishment. He hoped
the amendment would not be pressed.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: To equalise
the subsidy the governors would have to
double the number of pupils who attended,
or double the fees now being charged. To,
double the number of pupils was impos-
sible, because they had not the necessary
accommodation, and to double the fees
would result in the schoat being closed
down. In order to be fair they had to
give reaspnable time to enable the gov-
ernois to finance new buildings, so’ that
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the schopl eould suceessfully accommodate
wore papils, and suecessfully ask higher
fees more in consonance with the other
schools. Three years was none too long to
carry out the idea,

Mr., GILL:If there was a chance of
suecess he would urge Mr. Lander to take
a division. He was not supporting the
amendment out of hostility to the institu-
tion, neither did he support it because he
did not think the iostitution had served a
useful purpese.  Qf that he was con-
vineed, but that was all that could be said.
1t had served a useful purpose and been
paid for it. The State had met its obli-
galions to the extent of ahout £40,000.

The Attorney General: In how many
years?

Mr. Lander: About 46 years.

Mr. GILL: The fact of discontinuing
was no reason why compensation should
be paid.

The Attorney General: It is not com-

pensation.
My, GILL: H was.

The Attorney General: It is notice of
the termination of our partnership.

Mr. GILL: For years the question of
stopping the grant had been discussed,
and there was no necessity to give long
nofice.

Hon, Frank Wilson:
ance of the term.

Mr. GILL: The amendment reduced
the term by only oue ycar and that was
nol worth wasting time over. The Gov-
ernors had veceived all the consideration
they eould reasonably claim,

Mr. ALLEN: The proposal to give the
High School until 1915 to make neeessary
arrangements to carry ou was pleasing to
him. Considering the disadvantages
under which it had laboured, be was sur-
prised at the success with which it had
met. The Governors had not been in a
position to erect buildings, such as other
schools possessed, and in view of the com-
petition it was surprising they had done
so well. The institution had served a
usefol purpose and all would rexret to
see it zo out of existence. He hoped the
Governors would be able to rebuild and
continne to carry on, and produce such
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men as in the past, men who bad been a
eredit to the school and to the State.

Mr. TCRVEY: There was not the
slightest intention on his part to reflect
on the High School, but be still adhered
to the opinion that the subsidy should not
be extended till 1815. The State schools
had turned cut some of the finest citizens
to be found in any part of the State. As
far back as 1897 Hansard showed that
the member for Moore had advocated
that the State should take over the con-
trol of the institution, and it was ad-
mitled that the institution was not up to
date. The jostification for a subsidy had
ceased many vears age, and the leader of
the Opposition had peinted out tbat when
he was Premier he had recommended that
the subsidy should be withdrawn.

Hon, Frank Wilson: That is no reason
why you should treat them unfairly now.

Mr. TURVEY : If the recommendation
was nade then, why should the subsidy
be continued now?

Hon. Frank Wilson: We gave them
five years’ notice two or threc years ago.

Mr. TURVEY: The member for BEast
Perth was right when he said members
should show a little bockbone. If there
had heen a better House he believed the
amendment would have been passed.
There was no desire to press for a divi-
sion, but still he stood to the opinion that
extending the subsidy to 1914 was treat-
inz the High Sehool people very well in-
deed.

Mr. LANDER: The High School had
received fair consideration. Other schools
advanced, but the High School did net
launch ouf. Had they so desired it the
Government might have helped them ro
rebuild by giving them a lump sum instead
of eontinuing the subsidy.

Amendment put and negativoesl.

Hon. FRAXK WILSON: Had the
zovernors a title to the land? He under-
stood that they had no right to sell or
mortgage, They should have the right to
sell their old site, and also power to mort-
gage their new site.

The PREMIER: TUnder the Aet of
1876 the governors had within their trust
complete power to deal with the High
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School lands. 'The section of the Aet
provided that the governors
Shall by the same name from time to
timte and at all times hereafter be cap-
able to receive, purchase, acquire, take
and hold to them and their suceces-

sors in trust for and to and for
the punposes of such school any
messnages, lands, tenements, and

bereditaments, of what nature or what
kind scever, and also to receive, pur-
chase, acquire and possess upon the
same trust and to and for the same
| purpeses auy goods, chailels, gifts or
benefactions whatsoever, and shall and
may by the same name be capable to
sue and be sued both at law and equity,
and shall and may by the same name
be eapable to grant, demise, alien or
otherwise deal with all or awy of the
property real or personal belonging to
the said school, and also to do all other
matters and things and have and enjoy
all rights and privileges incidental to or
appertaining to a body politic or cor-
porate.
They had not the title, but they had
Me endowment, and the title, according
lo legal advice, could not he withheld, be-
cause it was granted io them in frust as
governors of the High School. It was
not intended to interfere with their rights
as given under the parent Act.
Clause put and passed.
. - Clause 3—agreed fo.
Title—agreed to.
Bill reported without amendwnent, and
the report adopted.

QUESTION—FINANCIAL:  STATE-
MENT.

Hon. FRANK. WILSON: T would like
to ask the Premier whether he will be able
to deliver his Budget next week. or
wlhether he can name the date. T believe
he did intend to deliver it to-night.

The PREMIER: T hope to be able to
do so, but I would not like to bind my-
The gentle-
man appointed Governor of the Common-
wealth Bank is likely to visit the State
next week. and I am hopeful of being
able after conferring with: him fo. arrive
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at some basis which may affeet the Bud-
gel and delay me u few days.

QUESTION — COMMONWEALTH
NAVIGATION LAW.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Has the
Premier’s aitention been drawn to the
Navigation Bill now before the Federal
Parliament, as this will prohibit passen-
gers travelling along the coast of Aus-
tralia in oversea vessels? The {rade is
to be eonfined to inter-State vessels only.
Will the Premier take any action or bring
any pressure to bear in order that the
people of Siates like Western Australia,
which are not conmected with other States
by rail, will stifl retain the privilege of
travelling by the mail steamers between
the Btates until they have that railway
communication. It applies, of course, to
Western Australia and Tasmania only.
We are four days away from South Aus-
tralia and it will be a great hardship for
the people of cur State if we are pro-
hibited from travelling by the mail steam-
ers at any rafe until we get a Trans-Aus-
tralian railway. 1 mention this now be-
cause T was too late to put the question
to the Premier at the proper Hme.

The PREMIER: I understand Sir
John Yorrest had moved an amendment
lo provide that until the eapital eity of
any one State is connected with the rest
by rail this shall not apply. It has not been
discussed as yet. We have not considered
the amendment, but we are of opinion that
the members of this State in both Houses
should make representations on the floor
of the House su that that amendment
may receive every cousideration. I think
there will be no difficulty in obtaining the
support of the rest of my colleames in
giving consideration to that phase of the
guestion in order that people may travel
to the Fast with as much eomfort as pos-
sible until we have the henefit of the iron
horse.

M. Carpenter: There is some doubt
as to the constitutionality of that amend-
ment.

Touse adjourned at 10.1¢ p.m.



